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SPY UNMASKED. 



CHAP. I. 



THE SECRET PASS. 



-We must find 



An evident calamity, though we had 

Our wish, which side should win ; for either thou 

Must, as a foreign recreant, he led 

With manacles through our streets, or else 

Triumphandj tread on thy country's ruin. 

Shakesfeaiie's Coriolanut. 

As soon as our hero considered it pru- 
dent to leave his place of concealment 
in the West Mountain, which was not 
until the following nighty he cautiously 

descended 
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descended in a southern direction ; and 
being, by this time, well acquainted with 
every pass through the Highlands, know- 
ing where the ravines might be pene- 
trated, and where the streams were ford- 
able, he proceeded with silent celerity, 
and increasing confidence. For several 
hours he pursued his course without in- 
terruption, carefully avoiding such spots 
as he knew to be inhabited, sometimes 
plunging into thickets, at others finding 
it necessary to ascend hills that appeared 
to be almost inaccessible. 

About sunrise, he ventured to descend 
into the highway, where he continued 
to travel, until fatigue and hunger com- 
pelled him to seek for a habitation where 
he might safely apply for refreshment. 

At this juncture, he found himself 
within a quarter of a mile of a farm- 
house, the owner of which he knew to 

be 
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be a tory, and would doubtless supply 
his immediate wants. He directed his 
steps accordingly, and soon received a 
cheerful welcome from the mistress of 
the family, her husband being absent 
from home. He told his story, or as 
much of it as was proper to be related ; 
and his loyal hostess could not find lan- 
guage to express her commiseration of 
his sufferings, and her indignity at the 
wrongs he had received at the hands of 
the abominable rebels! In short, she 
treated him like a son ; and insisted up- 
on his making her house his home, for 
as long a time as he thought it prudent 
to remain. On his departure, she load- 
ed him with provisions and clothes', 
with a capacious new pack to contain 
them. 

Being well aware that patrols were 
scouring the country in every direction, 
who, if they recognised him, would be 

VOL. II. B sure 
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sure to retake him, he felt the necessity 
of being very cautious in his move- 
ments. It is true, that he might meet 
a cordial welcome from those who se- 
cretly favoured the British cause; but 
at a period when so many were induced 
by circumstances to disguise their real 
sentiments, it was difficult to discrimi- 
nate between friends and foes. Every 
whig would have thought it a duty he 
owed his country to deliver up the fu- 
gitive to the vengeance of her violated 
laws; while many, who felt interested 
in his safety, were deterred from afford- 
ing him protection, by a prudent regard 
for their own. 

Under such circumstances, our hero 
soon found himself placed in a very un- 
pleasant dilemma ; while every succeed- 
ing day seemed to increase the gloom 
which, like a portentous cloud, hung 
over his untoward destiny. Hunted 

like 
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like a beast of the forest by one party — 
suspected and avoided by the other—- 
he felt himself, at times, an outcast in 
the world — a houseless wanderer, withi- 
out a country or a home* ! While look- 
ing at this side the picture, it exhibited 
a cheerless, dreary scene of desolation, 
at the contemplation of which his heart 
sickened within him. But when he re- 
collected the abject for which he had 
voluntarily submitted to this living 
martyrdom — when be reviewed the mo^ 
iive of the sacrifice — a ray of peaceful 
tranquillity, emanating from a self-ap- 
proving conscience, stole over his mind, 

B 2 which 

* '^ MoBt of the moyements of the pedlar through 
the country^ were made at . the hours which others 
allotted to repoae. His approaches to the Ameri-i 
can lines were generally so conducted^ as to haffle 
pursuit. Many a sentinel, placed in the gorges of 
the mountains, spoke of a strange figure that had 
been seen gliding by them in the mists of the eye- 
ing." — Spy, vol. /. 
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which he would not have exchanged 
for the crown and sceptre of England. 

It was near the close of a toilsome 
day's wandering, in the cheerless month 
of November, that he called at an in- 
different looking farm-house, and re- 
quested to be accommodated for the 
night. This request was cheerfully- 
granted ; and throwing off his pack, he 
sat down, with a thankful heart, to rest 
from the fatigues of the day. 

He had not remained in this situation 
long, when two large men, armed with 
muskets, entered the apartment. One 
of them started on seeing our traveller ; 
and in a low voice said something to his 
companion, to which the other appa- 
rently assented. 

Crosby remained silent, watching the 
movements of these men with the deep- 

est 
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est interest, as he suspected thetn to 
be volunteer scouts, ^ numbers of which 
were constantly on the look-out for 
such persons as were suspected of tory- 
ism. 

In a short time they advanced to our 
hero, and after surveying him atten- 
tively, one of them accosted him — " I 
think, isir, that I have seen your face 
before.*' 

" Very possibly, sir,** returned Cros- 
by, coolly ; . " though I cannot say that 
I have the pleasure of recollecting 
yours." 

" Probably not. But, if I mistake 
not, I saw you conducted to Fishkill 
prison, a short time since, in company 
of a number of tories, arrested by Town- 
send's rangers." 

" Oh yes, it is he!" exclaimed the 
other ; *^ I could swear to him among a 
.thousand." 

B 3 *^ So 
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" So you have made your escape, sir, 
it seems," continued the first speaker. 
" But under our escort you will not find 
it so easily done again To-morrow 
morning you shall accompany us to 
Heath's head-quarters ; and, if the pro- 
vost-marshal does his duty, your 
plots and escapes will soon be ter- 
minated. The committee of safety 
will not take the trouble of trying you 
again." 

" It is a serious subject for jesting," 
observed Crosby, throwing an unquiet 
eye around, as if in search of some ave- 
nue for escape. 

" You will find it no jest," returned 
the other. " Jay and Duer are deter- 
mined to make an example of you. A 
tory they can pardon and pity. But a 
traitor, who, after bearing arms in the 
good cause, basely turns those arms 
^gainltr his countrymen, has forfeited 
all claims to protection. Mercy to such 

a wretch 
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a wretch would be cruelty to our coun- 
try V 

*• And think you that Jay would pro- 
nounce ffhe a traitor f?" asked Crosby, 
with some earnestness. 

^ How could he do otherwise ?" re- 
turned the othen " What have you to 
urge in your own defence?'' 

Notwithstanding his reliance on the 
secret protection of the committee, our 

B 4 hero 

* Dark and tlureatening hints b^an to throw 
suspicion around his movements^ and the civil au- 
thority thought it incumbent on them to examine 
narrowly into his mode of life. His imprisonments 
were not long^ though frequent ; and his escapes 
itooL the guardians of the law comparatively easy^ 
to what he endured from the persecution of the 
military. — Spy, Vol, t . 

+ " Will Washington say so, think you ?" said 
Birch, with a ghastly smile. '^ No— noe^no 
Washington would never say^— ' Lead him to a 
gijjlows.'— ^Spy, Vol. t. 
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hero felt a strong repugnance to become 
a prisoner again so soon, especially as 
the exasperated rangers (at a time when 
the civil law was but little regarded by 
the soldiery) might feel themselves jus- 
tified in inflicting a summary punish- 
ment, without the ceremony of a triaL 
Weakened and fatigued as he was, by 
toilsome marches, he could not contend 
against such odds with any hope of suc- 
cess. Having weighed all these circum- 
stances in his mind, he concluded that 
he would be justified in appealing to 
the last resort, his present situation 
being one of extremity. He therefore 
drew a small folded paper from a secret 
place within the lining of his vest, and 
presented it to his interrogator. — " Read 
that, sir," said he, proudly, " and learn 
how easy a thing it is to mistake a man^s 
real character; and how prone we are 
to suspect the innocent/' 
. The two strangers perused the paper 

in 



IT 

in silent astonishment, and for a mo- 
ment appear^ unwilling to credit their 
own senses. At length, however, he 
who appeared to be the principal, re- 
turned the paper, saying — ** I am satis- 
fied, »r, that we have, been mistaken in 
your real character, for those signatures 
I know to be genuine ; and the writers 
certify that you are actually engaged in 
the service of your country. But how 
is the mystery to be explained ? Why 
were you imprisoned by the orders of 
those very men ?*' 

** Ask me no further questions, if you 
please," replied Crosby, as he returned 
the pass to its secret depository. ** Be 
content to believe me a true whig, and 
in the service of my country. But above 
all, I most earnestly request you, as you 
wish well to the cause, never to disclose 
what you have now learned to any hu- 
man being."* 

b5 So 
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So saying, he reshcAildered his pack, 
and after evasively answering the nume- 
rous questions with ivhich they assailed 
hitn, he bade both k hasty ^ good even- 
ing," and left thefti to wonder at the 
strangeness of the adventure. 

He now felt tidnvinced that it would 
not be prudent to remain there for the 
night, as he had at first intended ; and 
being somewhat refreshed by the short 
respite he had enjoyed, he travelled on- 
ward, in search of a more eligible asy- 
lum. 

After proceeding more than two miles 
farther, he ventured to apply at another 
cottage, and renew his request for ac- 
commodation; which, after much soli- 
citation on his part, was, at length, re- 
luctantly complied with by the woman 
of the house. Here again he disencum- 
bered himself of his pack, and sat down, 

much 
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much fatigued with his prolonged jour-* 
nev. 

While inwardly congratulating him* 
self on the happy termination of that 
day's labours, and fondly anticipating a 
comfortable night's rest, his attention 
was caught by the particular and suspi- 
cious manner with which he found him- 
self regarded, by a man who had just 
eBtered, and taken a seat by the fire. 
Crosby felt confident that he had some- 
where seen him before, but could not 
recall to mind the place or circumstan- 
ces, and began to feel somewhat alarm- 
ed at the closeness of his scrutiny. At 
length Crosby spoke — " Somewhat cool 
this evening, sir." 

Without noticing this sagacious re- 
mark, the other started on his feet, and 
exclaimed, with a bitterness of tone that 
well corresponded with the ghastliness 
of the grin that accompanied it — ^^ Now 
* B 6 I know 
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I know you ! I thought I could not be 
mistaken. You are the very d ■ d 
rascal that betrayed us to the rebel com- 
mittee, and caused our company to be 
taken and confined in gaoL Now, wr, 
if you don*t make yourself scarce pretty 
d— — d quick, I will call one of my 
neighbours, who swears that, if ever he 
can lay eyes on you again, he will take 
every drop of your heart's blood !" 

Crosby made several efforts to reply, 
during the delivery of this philippic; 
but the other refused to hear a word he 
liad to say, and thus continued — " You 
shall leave this house immediately, sir ; 
but not till I have had the satisfaction 
of pounding you T 

" Come on, sir," said our hero, rising 
coolly from his seat, and elevating him- 
self to the full height of his manly sta- 
ture; while that of his antagonist ap- 
peared to dwindle in the same propor- 
tion. *^ Come on, sir T repeated he, de- 
liberately 
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libemtely rolling up hi& sleeyes, and'dis- 
pla3ring a pair of oiusoular arms and 
bony fists, of ttie most formidable di* 
mensions. ^' Come on— I am ready to 
try you a pulL* 

But, from some cause or other, the 
host had suddenly changed his mind, 
and appeared a little more inclined to 
the side of mercy ; for, in a less elevated 
tone, he replied — " I believe I will let 
you off this time, if you will leave my 
house immediately, and never set your 
foot in it again." 

Tired and jaded as he was, Crosby 
thought it best to comply, and travelled 
another mile before he succeeded in pro- 
curing lodgings for the night ; but there 
he learned a fact which induced him to 
change his plans immediately. He had 
long been anxious to obtain a private in- 
terview with the committee, but dared 
not venture to Fishkill^ while Town- 
send 



seiid remdned in the village with 
vigilant rangers. • He now ascertained, 
however, that the corps was on the 
other side of the river*, and resolved 
to profit by the circumstance on the foU 
lowing morning. This determination 
he put in execution, and arrived at 
Duer's residence, on the succeeding 
evening, without interruption or moles* 
tation. 

After a long consultation, that gen- 
tleman advised him to repair privately 
to a retired residence, on Wappinger's 
Creek, the farm-house of an honest old 
Dutchman, and there work at his trade 

for 

* Once^ when a strong bod j of the continental 
annj held the Fonr Comers^ for a whole summer, 
orders had been received from Washington himself, 
never to kave the door of Harvey Birch unwatch- 
ed; the command was rigidly obeyed^ and during 
this long period^ the pedlar was unseen. The de* 
tachment was withdrawn ; and the next night Birch 
xle-enllBred his dwellings— ^py^ Vol. u 
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for the family^ iand keep himself oM- 
cealed from observation, until further 
orders. 

■ I . 

Being furnished with d complete set 
of tools for the purpose, he shouldered 
his pack, and proceeded to the designa- 
ted place; wiiere hesoon found himself 
very comfortably situated, in the family 
of the friendly old Dutchman, who had 
feet enc^i^gh in his family to keep the 
shoemaker in constant employment. Ik 
is truei a hrge majority of them were 
the piloperty of females; but Crosby 
fioon vbund, by actual admeasurement^ 
that mhe understanding of a plump 
itmn^ face, rosy-cheeked, country 
ih lass, is not* such a trifling' ap. 
[age, as the same article appears 
be among our modern city belles ; 
at the period 'of which we. are 
iting, the doctrine of doctor Sit« 
-eaves most generally prevailed, thaf 
( 3 <« the 



24 

^ the wider the base» the more firm is 
the superstructure.'' 

In this tranquil asyluoi he had conti* 
nued but two days» wh^i a letter fh)m 
Duer» desiring his immediate attendance 
on the committee, at Fisbkill, was hand- 
ed him on his seat, by a messenger sent 
express fbr that purpose. 
* 

The good old Dutchman, og^well as 

every member of his famil/, ^^ ^ ^ g j Bl 

much curiosity to know the pu^^ate^gnit 

this communication, whieh theyjnge^gigj^ 

by some expressions that had fallei^t ol^ip 

the messenger, must, have come|tradi||| 

high authority ; and our hero imb foi^ 

ately rose, in their estimation, at \ji.^fJ0. 

one hundred per qent. Could he hneisHI 

conversed with mynheer, in the moth^Wy^fi 

tongue of the latte> , there is little dou r f 

that he might uqw have *^ taken Ir 

pick" among the d;iughters, with a goc^ 

fidm into the barg in. 

" Mine 
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•• Mine Cot !" exclaimed the Dutcb* 
man, knocking the ashes from his pipe ; 
•* you know tee shentlemen of tee army ? 
Vat for tey rite yoii ?" 

" I suppose they want shoes for the 
soldiers," replied Crosby, rising from his 
seat, and taking off his leather apron, 
which he carefully spread over his unfi- 
nished work and tools. ** I understand 
that the poor fellows are all barefoot, 
^M there's a cold winter at hand. At 
V ^vents, I must go and see ; but will 
JJ%ably return time enough to finish 
■L^^jpne's shoes for Sunday." 
^TNow don't you disappoint me," cried 
smiling girl, with sparkling eyes, 
one of her sweet insinuating tones, 
f you do, you'll be sorry." 
,**Tevil take tee shoes!" exclaimed 
father, filling his pipe again. " Vy 
hotter tee shentlemen mit shoes, 
he got bishness mit tee army ? You 
Gitty ish shick pon tee ped, and 
i:. vont 
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vont vant hern till Christmas. But, 
dunder and blixem, man ! you vont 
trudge to Vishkill mit Shank's mare. 
Here, you Hauns ! puckle tee pest 
shaddle on Valdecker, and prlng him to 
tee horse-plock tirectly — ^you hear !'* 

Crosby was not very strenuous in de- 
dining this polite arrangement of his 
friendly: host ; but was soon mounted, 
and waving a farewell to the whole 
group, who had assembled in the ydrd 
to witness his departure, he struck his 
pony into a gallop, and was soon out 6£ 
sight 

On reaching Fishkill, he immediately 
waited on Duer, to learn the pleasure 
of the committee, who reminded him, 
that it would be extremely unsafe tot 
him to remain in that place long enough 
for the committee to hold a consults* 
tion ; he there&re directed him to leave 

- / . the 
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the village as secretly as he entered it, 
and travel about three miles, in a north- 
east direction, to a plate called Hope- 
well ; there to inquire for doctor Miller, 
who kept a small retail druggist's shop, 
where one of the committee would meet 
him in the course of the afternoon. 

In compliance, with these instruc- 
tions, Crosby again mounted his Dutch 
pony, and soon found the residence of 
the doctor, who happened to be absent 
frohi home, and not expected back un» 
til evening. 

4 

This information was communicated 
fcy a sprightly, smiling female, whose 
voice and figure struck Crosby as not 
being entirely new to him ; while some 
marked peculiarity in her manner of ad- 
dressing him, evinced, on her part, a re« 
dpiocal recognition. But it was in vain 
that he tasked his recollection to eluci- 
date 
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date the mystery ; until, with an arch 
smile, and an emphasis of nxuch mean* 
ing, she said — ** If you wish any articfa 
from the shop, sir, I think I can wait 
upon you t(\ your satisfaction. Doctor 
Miller^s opiates, you recollect, are woik 
derfully powerful, when mixed with 
brandy. They have been known to pilit 
even the vigilant rangers to sleep." 

" Is it possible !" exclaimed Crosby. 
** Are you then the " 

" Hush ! Not a word on that subject, 
for your life !" returned the damsel, in a 
low voice. " Those men by the fire are 
not rangers ; but it might not be safe to 
expose your real name in their hearing* 
She then added aloud — ** You had bet* 
ter take a seat by the fire, Mr. Brown, 
as the doctor will not be home until 
dark.'* 

Several of the neighbours were, as 
usual, collected round the fire, at one 

en^ 
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end of the shop, discussing the news 
and politics of the day. Crosby ven- 
tured to mingle with the group; and 
not being personally known to either, 
bad the satisfaction to hear his own ad- 
ventures related, and descanted on, 
with all those embellishments, varia- 
tions, and exaggerations, that ever ac- 
company the verbal disposal of retailed 
wonders. 

" There can be no doubt," observed 
one, *• that sir Henry Clinton obtained 
that information from Crosby. How 

^Ise wO>uld Knyphausen, and his d d 

Hessians, have known the way to Spi- 
t«-devil Creek*?" 

** Ay, and how the d 1, without 

ibe assistance of some spy, could the 
regulars have known on which side to 

attack 



*^ • r*" Near the site of Port Washington, in tke vi* 
\t daabj of Kingsbridge. 
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attack the post on Laurel Hill *■ ?"" de 
manded another, looking round hh) 
with an expression of triumph tha 
challenged contradiction. ** The Dutch 
fnan^s left column, you know, bore al 
the brunt of the battle, and were prettj 
decently peppered." 

** Well, well," said a third, with \ 
self-complacent smile, and a knowing 
toss of the head, " every dog has hi 
day. But if Townsend ever gets thi 
traitor in his clutches again, he will sooi 
dangle in the air, without judge oi 
jury." 

" What sort of a fellow is this Cros 
by?" asked our hero, addressing the 

last 

* This hill was bravelj defended by the Ameri' 
cans, during the attack of Fort Washington. It ii 
supposed that twelve hundred of the royal troop 
were killed or wounded. After being twice sum* 
moned^ the commandant, colonel Magaw, was com< 
pelled to surrender, with two thousand eight hun< 
dred and seventy Americans. 
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last speaker. " Have you ever seen 
him?" 

•* Ob yess, I saw him at FishkilL He 
is.a little, slender^ artful-looking fellow, 
of about five feet three. There is no 
confining him ; for he will creep out of 
a knot-hole! and I have no doubt that 
all our late disasters may be attributed 
to his secret intercourse with the ene- 
my." 

" It is shrewdly suspected,** .said 

Crosby, drily, ** that this fellow was at 
the bottom of the afl&ir at Kipp's Bay;" 
** Very probably," said the other, for- 
gietting the nature of that^ afiair^; 
•• wherever there is a tory plot, you may 
swear that Crosby is head devil in the 
business." 

. « Whether at the head or tail," ob- 
served a third, " his intrigues have given 
Ian unfortunate turn to our affairs. Fort 

Washington 

* See Chapter VI. VoL L third paragraph. 
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Washington and Fort Lee are both in 
the hands of the enemy *• The Ame- 
rican army is retreating through the 
Jerseys, and Howe is close upon their 
heels." 

'^ But didn't Gooch do the neat 
thing ?" exclaimed the first speaker. 
• " Gooch ! who the d — 1 is he ?*' asked 
his friend. 

" Who is he! a full-blooded yankee» 
from Boston, and a captain in Heath's 
division. During the attack on Fort 
Washington, which was bravely de- 
fended by colonel Magaw, the com- 

mander- 

* Soon after the reduction of Fort Wasliington, 
lord Comwallis, with a large force, conjectured to 
amount to about six thousand men, crossed ov^ 
the North River, to attack Fort Lee, on the oppo- 
site Jersey shore. On the intelligence of their ap- 
proach, the first determination of the Americans 
was to meet and fight them ; but it was soon dis- 
vered that the contest would be too unequal, and 
the garrison was sav;ed by an immediate evacuation, 
iinder the able guidance of general Greene. 
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mander-in-chief, who was across the ri- 
ver, on the high bank at Fort Lee, was 
a spectator of the whole affair. He 
wished to send a message across to Ma- 
gaw, and Gooch offered to be the bearer 
of it. He ran down to the river, jump- 
ed into a small boat, pushed over in 
style, landed under the bank, ran up 
to the fort, and delivered the message — 
came out, ran, and jumped over the 
broken groimd, dodged the Hessians, 
some of whom struck at him with their 
pieces, while others attempted to thrust 
him with their bayonets ; but he escaped 
through the whole, got into his boat, 
and returned to Fort Lee *." 

'^ Wal that message a recommenda- 
tion to surrender ?" asked Crosby. 

" So it is presumed," replied the 
other ; *^ Magaw had been summoned 
to surrender, but requested that he 

VOL, II. c might 

* See Heath's Memoirs. 
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might be allowed to considei* tmtil tiin^ 
o'clock the next morning, before lie 
gave a decisive answer. Only two 
hours were granted, and Magaw replied, 
that he would defend the fort to t^e 
last moment. After receiving Wash* 
ington's message, however, the fort was 
surrendered, and it Would have been a 
useless wa^e of lites to hold out any 
longer." 

* Was our loss ^reat ?" asked Crdsby. 

" Not in kilted and "wounded,** re- 
turned the other ; " but the loss in pri- 
soners was a serious blow indeed. It is 
said, they were marched to the «ity, 
and crowded into prisons and j^ugteir- 
houses, where they are now dying off 
by dozens ; so that, probably, very few 
of the poor fellows will ever get home 
again.** 

At this stage of the conversation a 
gentleman entered the shop, and, with- 
out 
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out nbtidng the speakers, adviaifced to 
the ocmnter, and ordered a phkl of me- 
' dicnie. In this mew comer oor bero In- 
stantly recognised the person of Jaj, 
who had ridden from Fishkill on an ele- 
gant horse, trkmch was standing at the 
door. 

While the shopiMtn was waiting upon 
his customer, Crosby slipped out^ and 
pretended to be admiring the noble lani- 
mal, until his owner approached to re- 
mousit. Our bero politely held the stir- 
rup, while Jay seized that opportunity 
to whisper in his ekt--^*^ It will not do ; 
there ar^ Jtoo many (^servers in this 
place. Retorti to the Dutchman's, and 
there wait for farther order&'' 

He then (mounted, and was soon out 
of sight, on the road to FiiAkill. 

On re-entering the shop, which he 

c 2 did 
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did without being perceived^ Crosb 
discovered that his own person had bee 
the subject of remark by the lounge 
present. 

'' His conversation and manners b 
speak the gentleman/' observed tl 
principal speaker ; ^* I wonder who I 
is, and what his business can be wi( 
doctor Miller." 

" He appears to be acquainted wit 
Jay," said another ; " for I saw thei 
whispering together at the horseblock. 

On overhearing these remarks, Crost 
began to feel apprehensive, that if 1 
remained much longer, these village p 
liticians might become more inquisiti^ 
than he could wish. He therefore to! 
the shopman that he would call in t] 
evening ; then mounted his horse, ai 
soon found himself on the banks 
Wappinger. 

H 
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' His host met him in the yard^ in 
front of the cottage, with his inseparable 
companion, the pipe, in his mouth. — 
" Veil, ten, sho you cot pack," said he, 
pufBng a huge volume of curling va- 
pour from his mouth. 

" Oh yes," replied Crosby, dismount- 
ing ; " there is no difficulty in getting 
back on such a horse as yours, when his 
head is once turned towards home." 

"Ob yaw, Valdecker vill ride any 
potty right to mine house. Here, 
Haunse ! take off tee shaddle, ant rup 
him town mit a visp of shtraw ; ant, to 
ye hear, Haunse ! tont let him trink till 
he coutch'd coold." 

*• Oh, there is no danger," returned 
Crosby ; *' I have not rode him hard. 
But how are the girls, and poor Gitty ?" 

" Veil, she complains as she is leetle 
petter; but she stood up, ven tinner 
vosh ready, pon tee ped, and ate pred, 
mit putter by it." 

c8 By 
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By this time they bad entered the 
botise^ where Crosby was met by the 
smiting Catreen, who kindly welcomed 
him baek, and again reminded him of 
her Sunday shoes. These he promised 
to attend to immediately ; and after vi"* 
siting Gitty in her roorn^ resumed his 
seatt and pursued his usual vomtion. 
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CHAP. XL 



LIGHTS AKT> SHADOWS. 



-Why tbcBy joa princes, 



Do you, with cheeks abashed, behold our worka, 
And think them shames, which are, indeed, nought else 
But the protractive trials of great Jove, 
To find persistiYe constancy in men. 

Shakespeahe. 

The political intelligence which Crosby 
gathered from the conversation at Hope- 
well, proved, alas ! to be too true. F^ts 
Washington and Lee bad fallen into 
the. hands of the enemy, and the Ame- 
ricans were retreating across the Jerseys, 
closely pursued by the British —so close- 
ly, " that the rear of the army pulling 

c 4 down 
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down bridges, was often within sight 
and shot of the van of the other, build- 
ing them up." 

At Newark, Washington asked colo- 
nel Reed — " Should we retreat to the 
back parts of Pennsylvania, will the 
Pennsylvanians support us ?" 

" That may depend upon contingen- 
cies,** replied the colonel. " If the lower 
counties are subdued, and give up, the 
back counties will doubtless do the 
same.** 

" My neck does not feel as though it 
was made for a halter,** returned Wash- 
ington, passing his hand over it. "* We 
must repair to Augusta county, in Vir- 
ginia : numbers will be obliged to repair 
to us for safety, and we must try what 
we can do in carrying on a predatory 
war; and, if overpowered, we must^^ 
cross the Allegany mountains/ 



To 
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To increase the gloom which now 
shrouded his future prospects, the hero, 
about this time, was deprived of one 
of his most able coadjutors and active 
generals. The veteran Lee, while lead- 
ing on his division to join the main army, 
incautiously took up his lodgings at a 
house three or four miles from his 
troops. This circumstance was imme- 
diately communicated, by some unprin- 
cipled tories, to colonel Harcourt, of 
the British light-horse, who resolved to 
attempt his capture. Accordingly, with 
a detachment of dragoons, he speedily 
surrounded the house — made Lee his 
prisoner — and not permitting him time 
to take his hat and doak, mounted him 
on a horse^ and conveyed him to New- 
York. 

In the mean time, Carleton's army in 

Xianada, after driving the Americans 

from post %f post, had made their ap- 

c 5 pearance 
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p^arance before Ticonderc^a^ A naVal 
engagement had also taken place h^ 
tween the two fleets on Lake Chajash 
plain, which continued about four bouies^ 
and then resulted in the defeat c^ the 
Americans. The enemy, soon afto^ 
wards,, establislied himself at Crown 
Point, and strengthened t^e fortifica-r 
tions; while Gates, with a ckitrrespondt 
ing ardour, continued to increase the 
works of defence at Ticonderoga, de- 
termined to give his neighbour a warm 
reception, if he honoured him with a 
visit. 

I>uring the devd<^ement of the fore- 
going transactions^ the committee of 
safety felt Tery anxious respecting the 
state of affairs on the northern fron*. 
tier. Frequent instances had been re- 
ported to themi, of persons in that quar- 
ter being detected in enlisting soldiers 
for the tory regiments in New- York. 

It 
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It had been already decreed, that every 
person of thl$ deseript^n, who might 
i^ into tj^, haads of the Americans, 
shoulj^ be tn«d by a couffe-m^rtial, and, 
if found guttty, exeicuted a$ a s|>y*. 
Some had already sufiered death under 
thi9 law» and still the neferioua practice 
wais f^ntinuod Under such circum- 
stianoes» the committee determined to 
send Crosby to the north. 

Our hero was still a member of the 
fciendly Dutchmaa's family. Gitty had 
recovered her health, and the Sunday 
shoes of Catreen had been once displayed 
at church. 

c6 It 

* One Daniel Strong was found lurking about 
our army at PqeliBkill, and, on examination, en- 
listing orders were found sewed in his clothes. He 
was immediately tried as a spy from tlie enemy, 
sentenced to suftr death, and was executed acoord- 
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It was a cold morning, near the close 
of December, and at a very early hour, 
that Crosby received a communication 
from the committee of safety, on the 
subject of this northern excursion. He 
had just resumed his seat, on what has 
been not unaptly termed St. Crispin's 
fiddle ; for, in the present instance, it 
not only resembled that instrument in 
form, but also in tone, as its unstable 
joints squeaked in unison to the music 
of the hammer and lapstone. Such as 
it was, however, it was the manufacture 
of Crosby's own hands ; exhibiting an- 
other evidence of that Yankee inge- 
nuity, which has since become prover- 
bial in the production of horn flints, 
wooden nutmegs, and artificial pump- 
kin-seeds. 

He had just taken his seat, and was 
attempting to soften a roll of wax by 
the warmth of his own breath, when 

casting 
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casting his eyes to .the window, he saw 
a horseman at the gate, in the act of 
dismounting from a white steed, of su- 
perior form and dimensions. 

The unusual clatter of an old iron 
knocker, which ornamented the front 
door of the building, soon announced 
a message of more than ordinary im- 
port; on being admitted, however, the 
messenger appeared to have forgotten 
the object of his journey, amid the 
more important concerns of blowing his 
fingers and warming his feet. But as 
soon as such matters were perfectly ar- 
ranged to his mind, he took a letter 
from his pocket, and inquired for Jacob 
Brown*. 

" I answer to that name, for want of 

a better,'* 



i 

* This was the name hy wliidi Crosby was known 
in die Ihitchman's family. 
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a better,** quaintly . observed Crosby, 
waxing his thread. 

*^ Then you are the roan into whose 
hand I am directed to deliver thi3 letter. 
An answer is expected by those who 
sent noiei." 

Crosby broke: the seal* perused the 
epistle, and then wrote a brief reply, 
with which the messenger departed on 
foot. This done, our hero repaired to 
the sleeping-ioom of his host, who was 
yet in bed, and infbmied hhn that he 
was under the necessity of leaving him 
immediately, being ordered to the north, 
on business that would admit of no de- 
lay^ and that a swift horse had been sent 
for the express purpose of expediting his 
journey. 

" Mine Cot !" exclaimed the other, 
starting up in his bed ; *' ten you vill 
not ohtay nil; us all tee Christmas holi- 
days ?*• 

" Not 



4T 

*♦ Not «n hmr^ replied Crosby* 

" VeU (Jen, 3htey tUl I Jcit up, and 

Catreen kit tee hre^fast py tee table. 

You np^u^t iK>t ride pon your peUy 

empty in tee coldt*" 

The whote fawiily were soon mustejr-* 
ed; and by the^ time Crosby had com^ 
pfeted bb Qwji preparations for the 
journey, the table was loaded with hot 
buckwheat cakes, fried sausages, and 
every otbw substantial argument with 
wbteb a Dukdbk farmer'3 larder is always 
liberally supplied* During breakfii$t» 
our hero expressed hi^ gratitude to every 
membei: of the ftcoiiy, for the kindness 
and hospttaEty which he bad uniformly 
received at their hands. 

" ]f onsense, man ! — nomense !" ex- 

^OMd the geneix^us IXitehman : ** wbo- 

wouldn't do tee same, isb no petter a^h 

aobddy." 

After 
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After taking an afiectionate leave of 
every member of the family, and slily 
saluting Catreen, as he stooped to assist 
her in buckling his portmanteau, which 
she had liberally furnished with neces- 
saries, Crosby left the hospitable man- 
sion, and mounted his horse. He then 
inquired of his host, who had followed 
him to the gate, the most direct road to 
Sharon. 

** To Sharon ! Val, you see dat roat 
pon de hel?" pointing in a north-east 
direction. 

« Oh yes, I see it." 

" Vai, you musht not take dat roat 
You see dis roat py tee colabarak ?" 

" Yes, sir." 

" Val, dat ish not tee roat. But you 
musht go right straight py tee parn, 
and vere you see von roat dat crooks 
just so — see here," bending his elbow, 
and describing it at the same time—* 

"and 
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" and ven you kit dere, keep right 
along ; and you musht mind to come 
pack, and shtay all night mit me, and 
make done our Haunse's shoes V 

In due time, Crosby found himself in 
the right road, and mounted upon an 
excellent horse; but the dreary season 
of the year, and the consequent incle- 
mency of the weather, rendered the 
journey extremely unpleasant. In speak- 
ing 

* This direction of tlie worthy Dutdiinan re« 
minds the writer of the following stoiy: — '^ A 
Yankee^ traveUing through a Dutch settlement, in 
the state of New- York, and guessing that he was 
near his place of destination, thought he would as- 
certain the fact, hy inquiring of a man who was 
hard at work in a field of potatoes. He was an<^ 
swered in the following manner :— ' Val den, you 
vil turn de potato patch round, de pridge over, and 
de river up stream, and de hel up; and tirectly 
you see mine prother Haunse's pam, shingled mit 
straw— -dat's his house vare mine brother Schnyven 
lives. Hell tell you so petter as I can. And you 
go little further, you see two zpats«^you must not 
take bote of 'em." 



ing* of this excursion* Crosby says — " I 
travelled as &r as Bennington *, in Ver- 
toont, a distance of one hundred, and 
twenty-five miles, and suffered much 
from the cold and severe storms I en- 
cauatered, and from riding on hojse- 
back, contrary to my usual hajbits. 
Had it not been for expediting my jouj- 
ne}9» I should rather have trusted to my 
bgs.'" 

The object of his journey, however, 
was accomplished ; for^ besides detecting 

9l numbei; of ^wreA ein^^miea to the cchui- 
try,, m that quarter^, whom he eaused tQ 
be appreheiK^ afid brou^rt ta justice^ 
he obtained such inforipation also as en- 
abled hiw ultimately to surprise a com- 
pany of tbem Hmsk n«ww kom^dn 

In 

* Beanington b al^t tibirljHsi!^' mfliss-irem Atii 
bany> in a nortli-east direction, and is hmans fyt 
general Starke'8 rictorf orer the Bisssians, on tike 
sixteenth of August 177T. 



' Vb tim meua tlme^ whUet Washington, 
wilb the mmn body of the Amerioan 
afoiy» was retreating through the Jm^ 
msym, dosety pursued by the enemy, ges 
nerai Hcatik wh^ his dirtsion, remained 
ta ftrtify and defend the Highlands^ cm 
both sidea the riven WMIe atteoding 
to (Ilia aidttcma duty^ asmted by Lio^ 
eoh^ Wooeftcr, Sooliv and Ten Broedi^ 
he veeemei the agreeable intelligenoa 
that: Washington, who« had prevk)usly 
retreated over the Delaware, into Penn* 
sylvania^ had suddenly turned upon hai 
pursuers with the most complete sue» 
oess. 

Such an event was totally unexpected 
by the ^nemy, who were reposing in 
eoiifideiit security in Trenton, and other 
part» of New-J««ey. They had been 
celebrating the festival of Christmas with 
unusual satisfaction, occasionally ming- 
ling ki their tibations some bitter sar- 
casma against the flying Yankees. 

The 
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The mercenaries of Hesse, Waldecker, 
and Hanover, who were posted at Tren- 
ton, were particularly elated on this oc- 
casion, as they fondly believed that their 
labours were now over, and the promised 
reward ready for their acceptance. They 
imagined that they had at l^igth suc- 
ceeded in driving the rebels from their 
country, and that their houses and lands 
were to be immediately divided amoi^ 
the Hessians — ^for such had been the de- 
lusive tale with which they had been 
flattered by their false-hearted em- 
ployers. 

Under such impressions, they cele- 
brated the birth of the Saviour, with 
unusual demonstrations of joy ; and 
feasted, and drank, and laughed^ and 
sang, until the night was far spent It 
was the Hessian's Christmas banquet 

But, like the impious feast of Bel- 

shazzar, 



liazzar, its termination was to be fatal 
The handwriting was already on the 
ptoU of their air-built castle of suocess and 
security. In the morning watch, the 
bero of liberty came upon them like a 
thief, and few escaped. After a contest 
of half an hour, those who had not 
&Uen, surrendered to the victorious 
chief, and his gallant little band of bare- 
footed heroes *. 

The news of this a£&ir was like the 
first ray of sunshine, after a long, dismal, 
gloomy storm. It rejoiced the committee 
of safety, elated and encouraged the 
army, and revived the drooping hopes 
of Americans in every section of the 
country. 

In the midst of their congratulations 
on this auspicious event, the same gal- 
lant 

* See Appendiz, No. VU. 
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lant band stole a Inarch upon the JBfi- 
tiih who were posted at Fiinfoetoti, 'ov^r 
over whom they obtained another Mm- 
plete victory *. 

The tide of sucoes» which bad so kttg 
flowed in favour of the enemy^ had :n<iw 
turned ^against them; while the AtMti- 
{SSLm, suddenly arocised from a stale of 
despondency, had become eiated tv^tt 
joy ; and, in their turn, pursued their 
invaders with as much rapidity as they 
had recently fled before them. Wash- 
ington had always been popular; be 
was now the idol of the army--.Jtiie ac- 
knowledged saviour of kis country^ 

In order to take advantage of the ge- 
neral consternation which these events 
had produced in the ranks of the en^my, 
and, if possible, to drive tbem entirely 

out 

^ %6e Appiia^ K^ Vm. 



of Uie Jefcse^ Washingldii seat i^ 
^xpKfBM io Hetth, whole 1tettd<quartMis 
^rete at Peekskill, directing bim to dtaw 
his fi3rces from the H^lands <(exoept- 
ing a sufficient gaard), and tnai^ch them 
ddwn through the ''>neutral gtound/' 
towards New-York, as if he htul a^te- 
$ign upon the tsity. This tniaiioeuvM 
had the desired efifect ; thfe enentiy be- 
cattle alarnvBd for the ^safety of the xaif, 
and withdrew his forces to protect k. 

Hekth advanced down as £ar as 
Kitigsbridge, where a battk took place, 
without much advsintage on either side. 
He then retired to the fortresses of the 
Highlands, where he retained the com- 
mand tifltil Washington t)rdered him to 
take ti^t of tlie eastern department, and 
hold his head-'quarters at Boston. 

Severri other events of interest oc- 
curred abMt tHj^ period. General Dick- 
inson, 
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inson, with four hundred militia, and 
fifty Pennsylvania riflemen, defeated a 
British foraging party, of equal num- 
bers, taking nine prisoners, one hundr^ 
horses, forty waggons, besides a num- 
ber of sheep and cattle. Shortly after 
this affair, colonel Neilson, of New- 
Brunswick, with a party of militia, de- 
feated the British major Stockton, killed 
four of his men, and captured fifty-nine, 
together with their commander. 

Every such incident produced a be- 
neficial effect on the reviving hopes of 
America, and tended, not a little, to . 
lessen the mortification arising from se- 
veral concomitant disasters ; such as the 
enemy taking possession of Rhode-Is- 
land, and also, their destroying some 
stores at Feekskill. 

This latter affair, however, was of 
trifling import. Heath had gone tp 

Bostoo; 
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Boston; and M'Dougall, who com- 
manded the post at Feekskill, finding it 
prudent to retire, on the approach of 
the enemy, the object of their expedi- 
tion was partially accomplished. But 
the gallant Willett, then a lieutenant- 
colonel, with only sixty men, came 
upon the enemy by surprise, and com- 
pelled them to retire, with great preci- 
pitation, on board their vessels in the 
North River, after having suffered a con- 
siderable loss. 
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CHAP. IIL 

QUAEEa HII^L. 

Do yoa cdafMs, 'twM ngt i thini of honoiir 
Drew you thus fax ; but hopes to share the spoil 
Of conquered towns, and plundered provinces ? 
Fired with such motives, you do well to join 
With Cato's foes, and follow Caasar's banners. 

ASDISOK' 

While the prospects of thp American 
army were the most gloomy, and the 
hopes of the people at the lowest ebb^ 
the two Howes, flushed with the rapid 
successes of the royal troops, had availed 
themselves of the occasion, and put 
forth a second proclamation, granting 

pardons 
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pardons to all thwe who ^bonU, wkfain 
sixty days, subscribe a declaration to 
remain peaceable^ not to take up arms, 
nor encourage others to act against the 
king's authority. At the same time, 
they ohai^ged and commanded all who 
were assembled in arms, against his ma- 
jesty, to disband ; and aU legislative as- 
semblies^ committees^ && to desist from 
their treasonable practices, and relin* 
quish their usurped power, within sixty 
days from the date of the proclamation. 

In order to convince the friends of 
En^and that Crosby was in the em- 
ployment of Howe, the committee of 
safety, previous to his journey to the 
lUNthy had furnished him copies of the 
foregoing proclamation, together with 
Howe's former declaration, offering re- 
wards to such Americans as would as- 
sist him in subjugating tbeir ibllow- 
conntrymen. 

D a By 



60 

By exhibiting these documents to 
such as were too wary to avow their 
real sentiments, our hero was certain to 
gain their confidence, which was all 
that was requisite to secure their ulti- 
mate detection* It was not always easy 
to determine who were genuine whigs, 
as hundreds assumed that mask to con- 
ceal their real characters ; but there was 
little difficulty or danger in denoundng 
the cautious and the havering as tories. 
In a cause where the liberties of a whole 
nation, and the lives and property of 
thousands, are all at stake, ** he who 
doubts is damned.'' He that is not for 
his country is virtually operating against 
it. It was to such persons that Crosby 
exhibited the British proclamations, and 
always with success. 

But there were not wanting occasions 
of detecting the blustering pretenders 
also. Crosby had sufficient discern^ 

men^ 
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ment, and had seen enough of human 
nature,' to know that hypocrisy is apt 
to overact its part Under this impres- 
idon, he frequently set his trap for some 
of the most violent brawlers in the cause 
of liberty— ^and always with the same 
result*— for the mask of patriotism was 
iristintly thrown off, while the wearer 
would secretly confess to the bearer of 
Howe^s proclamation, that he was at 
heart a partizan of Britain. 

On returning from this excursion, 
while on his way to Fishkill, our hero 
ascertained that a company of loyalists 
was about being formed and organized 
at Pawling, a small town in Dutchess 
county, near the Connecticut line,, and 
not many miles distance from the scenes 
of his boyish days. 

To Pawling, therefore, he immedi- 
ately repaired ; where, in the course of 

D 8 a fort- 



a fartnigfat^ be sooceeded in winning ihe 
confidence of the recruiting officer v^nd^ 
as usual,' agreed t^ become a member df 
the company. 

In the centre of this town is an ex* 
tensive valley » bounded by high bills 
on tbe east and west ; and in the midst 
of the Valley is a great swamp« where 
Croton River^ Fishkill Creek, and some 
other streams, take their rise. On the 
east side of the valley, a well-known 
eminence, called Quak^-hill, rears its 
gigantic height, on which stands a lai^ 
old-fashioned Quaker n^eeting-bouae. 

It was at a retired habitation, in tile 
vicinity of this building, that tbe now* 
ly-<fornied .company of tories were in tiie 
habit of holding their secret meetinga 
Our hero, accordingly, made his ar« 
^ang^nents to have the whole oorps, 
himself included, taken into custodjr* 

Unwilling, 
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UnwUltDg* however, to trust fadmself 
9gaan in the hands of the yang^, and 
aware that his absence at the time ci 
the capture would awaken the suspi- 
x^ions of his le^ fortunate comrades, he 
applied to a colonel Morehouse, who 
fte^ded in the vicinity, and requested 
hh co-operation. This gentleman had 
no immediate command, but promised 
to assemble and arm a sufficient num- 
lier of men, for this particular occa«- 
aion. 

Accordingly, at the time appointed, 
the tories being all collected at their 
usual rendezvous, two of the members 
hastily entered, with some degree of 
consternation depicted in their faces, 
one of whom addressed the eaptaiQ*->r 
" Sir, there is a company of armed men 
collecting at colonel Morehouse's. What 
can be their object ?" 

*f Are we betrayed !" exdaimed the 

D 4 captain. 



captain, looking sternly round upon the 
company, it* Can it be possible that we 
have any traitors among us ?" 

" Oh no,** replied the lieutenant. 
** The probability is, that the lower 
party are coming up to drive the 
d— — — d rebels off; and that Morehouse 
has collected this company to oppose 
them." 

" Some of you go out, and recon- 
noitre," said the captain ; ** and if there 
be any appearance of danger, give us 
timely notice." 

Five or six immediately sallied forth, 
lyhile their comrades remained in anxi* 
ous suspense for their report. This 
suspense, however, was not of long du- 
ration ; for the challenge of—** Stand ! 
surrender !" soon saluted the ears of the 
whole party, and threw them into a 
state of consternation, dismay, and con- 
fusion, which it would be difficult, if 

not 
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ndt impossible, to describe. Some sprang 
fix>m the windows, and attempted to 
conceal ibemselves by plunging into 
isnow-banks ; others nan to the top of 
the building, and secreted- themselves 
under the eves of the roof. Crosby re- 
treated to an adjoining room, and crept 
under a bed ; but was soon dragged out, 
when he learned, to his secret joy, that 
scarcely one of the party had succeeded 
in making good his escape. 

Seeing his fellow-captives undergoing 
the process of being bound, our hero 
was immediately seized with such a 
severe lameness in one of his limbs, as 
rendered it utterly impossible for him 
to walk. 

" I beg that you will not bind me," 
said he to the colonel ; " for in attempt- 
ing to escape I have sprained my leg in 
a most shocking manner, and am not 
able to move a step." 

D 5 "Go 
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« 

" Go you shall r exokdmed the 90*: 
lonel, preparing to mount hk hone. 
^f Lame, or not ktne, dead or alive^ to 
prison you go with the rest. If you 
cannot walk, you shall be carried : herein 
a good horse, that will carry double^ and 
you shall be tied to the crupper.'' 

So saying, the colonel mottntedi and 
Ordered two of his men to raise up Cros* 
by, and seat him, straddle, on the crupper 
behind him. 

The men instantly obeyed, without 
much tenderness for the sprained leg, 
of which the prisoner bitterly <H>m- 
plained. 

The whole cavalcade, horse and foot, 
now took up the line of mardi, with 
their prisoners tied together in pairs. 
On approaching the place of confine- 
ment) the colonel dropped in the rear, 

and 



dod in a whisper ^ve Crosby the tiaces* 
saty ditec&onn fer escaping. The escort 
halted iii^^ two lines^ hetwee^ wliich the 
priM)iier8 mardied into the building. 
While ewry eye was fixed upon the 
pfrooe(ision» Crosby slipped fbotn the co* 
lanel's horse, and disappeared; nor was 
his absence noticed for several minutes ; 
so that all seaiich for the fugitive was 
rendered unavailing *. 

From Pawling Crosby made his way 
to Patterson, a few miles further south ; 
but *^ finding no game in that quarter,'' 

d6 he 



* " Why the rebels suffer him to escape so 
easily^ i# more than I can answer/' returned the 
captain^ " but sir Henry would not permit a hair 
c^ his head to be injured." 

'^ lodt^r cried Frances^ with interest ; ^ is he 
then knqwn to sir Henry G3intqn?" 

• ^^ At least he, ought to be^" said ifie captain^ 
aqciiling significantly.— -iSjpy^ Vol, t. 
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he concluded to repair to Fishkill foe 
further orders. On reaching that place, 
and obtaining a private interview with 
the committee, they informed him that 
the service on which they next wished 
to employ him, would expose him to 
the danger of taking the small-pox^ 
which then prevailed in various sections 
of the country. They therefore wished 
him to repair to doctor Miller's, and re- 
ceive the disorder by inoculation; to 
which proposition he very readily as- 
sented. Being furnished by the com-» 
mittee with a letter of introduction, to- 
gether with the necessary funds, in 
" continental," he immediately awaited 
on the doctor for that purpose. The 
process was so favourable, that the pa- 
tient was confined but a few days. 

As soon as he was pronounced fit for 
duty, the committee requested Crosby 
to visit the city of Albany, and the town 

of 
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of CIaverack\ upon special business 
with colonel Van Ness. Of the purport 
of this mission, or the time it occupied, 
we have not been informed ; but during 
th^ absence of their agent, the commit- 
tee of safety was dissolved f, and two 
commissioners appointed in their stead, 

viz. 

^ daverack is about thirty-five miles south of 
Albany^ on the eastern side of the Hudson. It was 
settled at a veiy early period by the Dutch^ and 
their descendants still occupy a lieurge proportion of 
the rich lands in its vicinity. 

t Jay was afterwards sent as an envoy to the 
court of Spain.-—'' His capacity was equal to the 
business ; he was well received, and his public cha- 
racter acknowledged ; yet his negociations were of 
little consequence to America^ while he resided in 
Spain. Perhaps> apprehensive that the spirit of 
freedom and revolt might extend to her own colo- 
nies;^ Spain chose to withhold her assistance." — 
'' The highest favoiur he could obtain was^ the tri- 
vial loan of four or five thousand pounds. A short 
time afterwards^ however^ Spain declared war 
against England."— ^arrenV Revolution. 
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viz. captain M. Smith, and a Mr. Ben*^ 
son. 

At Qaverack Crosby remained some 
time, acting as an agent, in transferring 
the property which had been left by 
those tories who had joined the enemy, 
int6 the hands of such as had abandoned 
their own property, in order to escape 
from the Britisik — ^* This course,** says 
Crosby, '^ had a very beneficial effect, as 
the tories soon became tired of leaving 
their property to the enjoyment of other 
people." 

On returning to the vicinity of the 
" Neutral Ground," our hero resumed 
his former vocation of ferreting out such 
tories as were concerting plans to aid 
the common enemy, and causing them 
to be brought to justice. But such was 
the result of his ingenuity and address, 
that his plans were always bo contrived 

as 
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as to leave an impression on the minds 
c^bls victitns, thut he was one of their 
widTfilest ft^ereffits. He was frequentljr 
taken and impriaoned with the rest ; but 
alwaya escaped, and in sudi a mysteri* 
ous, inexplicable, wonderful manner, as 
occ^siotiaHy elicited from some good old 
Dutch matron, a dark hint, or an '* am- 
biguous giving^ut,*' that Enoch Crosby 
had entered into a solemn covenant with 
a certain being, whose name shall not 
sally <lur piges; 

Through the medium of the tories, 
wh<»e confidence in our hero's loyalty 
was every day strengthened by the risks 
he ran to serve their cause, he obtained 
nmeh valuable intetiigenoe respecting 
the contetnplated movements of the 
lower party^ This lie always found 
/naeans to communicate to the commis- 
sioners, who as regularly tratksmitted 
the same to head-quarters. 

The 
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The year 1777 was distinguished by 
many events, highly interesting to those 
who were engaged in the glorious strug- 
gle for American freedom ; and there is 
little doubt that in the developement of 
several, the unseen agency of Crosby 
produced the most auspicious results. 

Among the fortunate incidents of the 
year, may be enumerated, the brilliant 
success of colonel Meigs, at Sag Har- 
bour, on Long-Island * ; the capture of 
the British general Frescott, by colonel 
Barton, of Providence, R. I, f ; colonel 
Willett's successful sally from Fort Stan- 

wix, 

* On the twenty-fourth of May^ colonel Meigs 
made a successful attack on the British stores at 
Sag Harbour^ destroying twelve brigs and schooners^ 
together with great quantities of hay^ com^ &c 
He sustained no loss^ and brought off with him 
ninety prisoners. 

f See Appendix^ No. IX. 
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wix, since called Fort Schuyler * ; gene- 
ral Stark's victory at Bennington f ; co- 
lonel Brown's success at Lake Greorge 
and Tioonderoga ^ ; the battles of Sara- 
toga and Stillwater § ; the defeat of the 
Hessians at Red Bank, by colonel 
Greene || ; and, finally, the surrender of 
general Burgoyne, with his whole army, 
to general Gates ^. 

But 

* See Appendix^ No. X. 

t See Appendix^ No. XI. 

X On the eighteenth Septemher^ the Americans^ 
under colonel Biown^ attacked and defeated the 
British, on the north end of Lake George^ and Ti- 
conderoga. They took two hundred and ninety- 
three prisoners, released one hundred Americans, 
and retook the continental standard left there on ita 
evacuation, July 6, 1777* 

§ See Appendix^ No. XII. 

II See Appendix, No. XIII. 

f See Appendix, No. XIV* 
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But this life» alos! is a chequered 
scene, and the current of human afi^rs 
sddom runs smooth. As a set-ofip to 
the foregoing, the Americans had to de* 
plore a series of disasters. The moat 
important of these were, the unsucoess^ 
ful battles of Brandy wine and German* 
town*; Wayne*s defeat at Paolif ; War- 
ner's defeat at Hubbardstown, in Ver- 
montt ; Herkimer's defeat, while march- 
ing 

* See Appendix^ No. XV. 

t On the twenty-first of September^ the British^ 
under general Gray^ fwrpxjsed the Amcrieaa gene- 
ral Wayne, about one o'dock in the mcArning, at 
P&olL Of the Americansi about thxee huii4t*flil 
weore killed or wounded with the bayonet^ and 
about fleneuty or eighty priaoners takeOf indLudipg 
aeteral officers. 

i Cobnel Warner commanded the rear-guard of 
general St. Glair, consifiting of twdve hundr^ 
men^ on their march from Ticonderoga to HuIh 
bardstown^ in Vermont. They were pursued by a 

detachment 
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ing to the r^ief of Fort Stanwix* ; the 
pliuaderiog and burning of Danbiliy, 
in Connecticut^ and the consequent 
battle, in which general Wooster was 
mortally wounded, and a number of 
Crosby's old friends and fellow-soldiers 
slainf ; the occupation of Philadelphia 
by the enemy; the capture of Fort 

Mont- 



detachment from Burgo3me's anny^ under general 
Fraaer^ who overtook them near Hnbhardstown^ 
where a doge and severe engagement took place> in 
which the brave colonel Francis feU^ with other 
valuable American officers. American loss^ three 
hundred and twenty-four killed^ wounded^ and pri« 
soners. British loss^ one hundred and thirty-three 
killed and wounded. 

* Fort Stanwix^ since called Fort Schuyler^ was^ 
early in August^ invested by a body of Britonsiy 
Canadians, tories, and Indians, and Herkimer 
was on his marcl^ to disperse them. See Appendix, 
No. X. 

t See Appcii^^ No. XVI. 
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Montgomery* ; and the wanton confla 
gration of the continental village oi 
Esopus, and Livingston's manor. 

* See Appendix, No. XVII. 
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CHAP. IV. 



THE SPY UNMASKED. 

Fictitioiu duuncten aside are tfaiown, 
And epilognes aie given in their own. 

'RiGUE and stratagem in war are not 
f justifiable, but absolutely neces- 
'; and he who proves the greatest 
pt in these, will eventually pluck 

laurel from the brow of his oppo- 
t. But that man must possess more 

ingenuity, and address, than gene- 
Y falls to the share of an individual, 
> can support a fictitious political 

character 
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ch^oter for months, and even years^ 
without being compelled, sooner or later, 
to thvow off the mask, and to stand ex- 
posed in bis own proper person. 

• 

SuQb| at length, proved to be the 
destiny pf our hero. The mysterious 
and inexplicable eccits, by which he uni- 
formly eluded the fate and penalties cl 
his less fortunate companions, began to 
excite suspicions, whieb were not l<mg 
in receiving confirniation. The loyal* 
ists naturally concluded that there was 
something more in this than mere 
chance and good luck, if their phyosot 
phy could only find it out ; and by cAiik 
suiting on the subject, collating drenoB- 
stances, and comparing notes, they at 
length came to the condudon^ that 
Enoch Crosby, im^^ead of being Mriuk 
he pretended, a friend ta the kiiig^ 
was, in fact, an Ameiican Spy; JOtA 
unaniixiously resolved to take a m^tm' 

mary 



and e:^diii{>lary ^ogeanee on the 
ijuent. 

wtre of the threatening irtcoroi, 
If thought it prudent to retreat 
its fury. He had a brother-in-law, 
ing in the Highlands, to whom he 
lately imparted the seoret of the 
he had been playing^ £Dr the pur^ 
of relieving hds patents from the 
exi of anxiety under which they 
so long laboun^. He therefore 
hided to retire to the Highlands, 
mnain with this relatkm, until he 
1 procure a respectabkf i&tuation in 
irmy of Washington. 

It he was watched, by his new ene^ 
, more closely Uian he bad antici* 
} i and on the seeond day of his re- 
lent, waa fired; at tbrougb a win- 
» by w&\e person in ambiiksh on the 
ide of thd h6\ut. The ball just 

grazed 
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grazed his neck, and lacerated the ad« 
lar of his coat; it then buried itself in 
an opposite wainscot, where the perfora- 
tion is still to be seen. But, on the 
strictest search, no traces of the assailant 
could be discovered. 

Our hero was now compelled to be 
very circumspect and guarded in his 
movements; seldom venturing to show 
himself on the outside of the . dweUsiJg, 
and constantly sleeping in a retired Imdk 
room, with a loaded musket at hand. 
But what precaution can elud^ the slib- 
tilty of determined vengeance? 

*^ A few nights subsequent to the 
foregoing incident," isays Crosby; in re- 
lating this circumstance to the compileri 
** an armed gang came to the house of 
my brother-in-law, burst open the docw*, 
dragged him from his bed, and demands 
ed where I was to be found. On his 

refusing 
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refusing to tell them, they commenced 
beating him until they had almost kil« 
led him. Perceiving that there was no 
alternative left bim» but either to die 
under their hands, or to inform them 
whare I slept, be directed them to my 
room, which they entered with the fury 
of demons. 

^* I now awoke out of a sound sleep, 
when the first object that met my view 
was a large hideous-looking fellow, com- 
ing at me, with a light in one hand and 
a drawn pistol in the other. I imme- 
diately sprang from my bed ; but be- 
fore I could reach my gun, he discharg- 
ed his pistol at me — happily without 
effect I instantly returned his fire ; but 
being in a scuffle, my aim was imperfect, 
and th^ shot, of course, ineffectual. I 
then grappled with him, and soon had 
him on the floor, completely ' at my 

mavy. 
^ At this moment, however, finding 

vol.. II. E myself. 
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myself, amidst the smoke and oonfuaioft; 
assailed by three others^' I was obtiged 
to relinquish my fallen enemy, who 
sprang upon bis feet, while I was de» 
fending myself against this formidaUe 
reinforcement. Two of them at lesgth 
succeeded in making themselves tna»* 
ters of my hands and arms, which they 
held extended, while a third prssentied 
a pistol to my breast, with the manifest 
intention of blowing me through th6 
body. But this was preyented by the 
humane interference of him Who had 
just recovered his feet — * Don't sb<x>t 

the d d ras^ !* exclaimed he, ^ let. 

us pound him to death !' 

** And, sure enough, at it they went ; 
but soon found that I had feet and bands 
as well as themselves. More than one 
of them was saluted with a kick in the 
wind-chest that shortened his breath; 
and, notwithstanding their superior 
numbers, several of them got a flooring, 

from 



from a pair of fists that ItlEid seen some 



. ^ But they finally proved too power- 
fid for me; when^ exhausted with ex- 
ertion and loss of blood, I fell on the 
flocMT ki a state of insensibility «'* 

. Supposing that they had now con- 
suDiinated their bloody purpose these 
inereiless maranders left their senseless 
yktiaf li^^tering in his gore, and retum<^ 
ed to the s^artment of his brother-in^ 
Ia#^ who was not in a mudi more envi- 
aUk situation ; while the shrieks of wo-^ 
men^ and the cries of children, added 
to the distress and confusion of the 
seene^ 

The villains then proceeded to plun- 
der the house. They broke open every 
drawer and closet they could find ; and 
not a single portable article, of the most 
triffing value, was left behind. Among 

E 2 othte^ 
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other things, they took the dothes and 
musket of our fallen hero» together witk 
a sum of money belonging to his bro- 
ther-in-law. They then departed with 
their booty, leaving the family" in a si^ 
tuation that baffles description*. 

But these midnight assassins had hap- 
pily thought more of their plunder, than 
of their personal safety. The report isi 
fire-arms had alarmed the neighbours^' 
who hastily assembled, and pursued the 
retreating ruffians, whom they finaUy 
overtook on the bank of the Crotmi. 
They were considered as outlaws, unde- 
serving of quarter. Those who escaped * 
the fire of their pursuers, were driven 
into the river, and several of them 
drowned. On the fall of the stream^ in 
the ensuing spring, the musket of our 

hero^ 

* The robbery of Harvey Bircb by tbe Skinnen, 
bears some resemblance to this afibir— iSee the Sjpf, 
VoLu 
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liettH With some other artides, were 
found and rest(M^. 

' Crbftbjr recovered very slowly from 
hid wounds and bruises, so that it was 
several months before he was fit for ac- 
tive duty of any kind. The health of 
his brother-in-law was much more spee- 
dU]^ restored ; but the event itself was 
one of too much consequence to every 
individual concerned, to be easily for- 
gotten. 

. In the mean time, through the influ- 
ence of the marquis La Fayette, an al- 
lianoe had been formed between France 
and the United States of America. This 
event gave a new and brighter aspect to 
affidrs; and was soon followed by the 
active co-operation of a French army 
and fleet. La Fayette himself had been 
appointed a major-general, by congress, 
at an early period of the war; but as 

E S yet, 
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y^ t» held no separate eamncmnil. Hti 
had^ however, distinguiahed himself m 
several engagements, by the side of 
Washington ; and at the battle of Bnm- 
dy wine, received a severe wound. White 
posted at Barren Hill, in IPeamyhfwkk 
with a detachment of two thousand Sto 
hundred men, an attempt waf madtf by 
general Grant, at the head X)( aeven 
thousand British troops, to sui^se tusii$ 
but the marquis defeated his destgn liy^ 
a masterly retreat, which did him flMU^ 
honour. He also acted a conspieu* 
ous part at the battle of Monmou<ii*» 
where victory perched cm the standard 
of freedom. 

Time 

* In tlii» a^Ur die enemy left four ofSic^m Mil 
two hundred and forty-five men dead on tbe fidd 
of battle^ who were buried hy the Americana j dn^ 
also left four officers and forty men wounded. Se* 
vend died on both sides ftom the exoessive hei^ of 
tb^ weather, it being the twenty-eij^bth of Jaa^ 
and the thermometer at ainfty-six. 
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Time rolled its ceaseless course, and 
the great contest was continued with 
varioiia success; dame Fortune some- 
tioies smiling on one party, and some- 
tines on the other. While the enemy 
could boast of his successful depreda- 
tioos at Rhode-Island, Egg- Harbour, 
Nantucket, New-Haven, and various 
other places, the Americans could con-, 
gratulate themselves on Wayne's glori* 
ous victory at Stony-Point* ; the ene- 
my% repulse at Rhode- Island, by gene- 
ral Sullivan f; and on the success of 

£ 4 major 

* Gaaaral W«jiie took Stony-Point, hj assault^ 
a& die dbcteenth of July 1779* Lieutenant-colonel 
Johnson, eommandbat, and five hundred and forty- 
tlute maa, were taken prisoners. The enemy lost 
sizty^hxee kiUed, and the Americans fiflteen^ with 
e^ty^duee wounded^ thirty of them very hadly. 
Wayne was wounded in the head with a musket 

•it In this iaSE^ the enemy lost thirty-eight killed, 
and two hundred and ten woini4ed ; iw^ve nial* 
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major Lee, at Pawles* Hook*. Although 
they had to deplore the unfortunate sur- 
prise of colonel Baylor, at Tappiin, by 
the British general Gray, who ordered 
no quarter to be given to the Ameri- 
cans, yet they had the consolation of 
several brilliant achievements, on their 

own 

ing ; total loss^ two hundred and sixty. The Ame* 
rican loss was much less. 

* On the nineteenth of July 1779^ major Le^ of 
the Virginia cavalry^ surprised the enemy's post at 
Pawles' Hook. Major Sutherland^ who commanded 
the fort^ with a numher of Hes^ans^ escaped ; thuK 
ty of the garrison were killed^ and seven officers 
and one hundred and fifty men taken. The Arne- 
rican loss was only six killed and wounded. Lee^ 
according to his orders, retreated immediately. A. 
large British force heing in the vicinity, prevented, 
his destFOjdng the harracks and artillery. Lee was 
a man of chivalric spirit and enterprise, and eoni» 
manded the finest corps of eavahy that Wasyngtm 
could hoast of. This active officer and amiaUe gen- 
tleman distinguished himself on many occasions 
during the war, and is, no douht, the '^ mi^ 
Bunwoody" of Copperas Spy. 
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own part, which were unsullied by a 
single act of inhumanity, or a drop of 
needless blood» 
t 

The history of our hero furnishes no 
event of interest, since the midnight as- 
sault of his enemies, until we find him 
holding a subordinate command in the 
elegant corps of the marquis La Fayette. 

Two brigades had been selected from 
the different regiments in the main army, 
by Washington himself, as a compli- 
ment to his gallant young friend, and 
fHlow-labourer in the glorious cause of 
liberty. When duly organized, they 
were paraded and reviewed by the com- 
mander-in-chief, with all his general of- 
ficers, who were unanimously of the 
opinion that the whole army could not 
furnish a more excellent corps of light 
infantry. They were then presented, 
in form, to the young marquis, who was 

£ 5 so 
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so delighted with hi^ oomoumdt that he. 
immediately e(juipped themj^ at his own 
individual expence, in a style of supe^ 
nor elegance. To every officer he pre- 
sented an elegant sword, and the pri- 
vates were clothed in a beautiful uat* 
form. '' He infused into this corps a 
spirit of pride and emulation^ viewing it 
as one formed and modelled according 
to his own wishes, and as deserving his 
highest confidence. They were the 
pride of his heart— ^ was the idol oC 
their regard. They were o(»istantly 
panting for an opporti^nity <>f aceoo^ 
plishing some signal achievements wor- 
thy of bis and their character^ and theic 
wishes were ultimately; gratified." 

A detachment from this corps, Qomr 
manded by colonel Van Cortlaiidt» ww 
stotioned on the east aide the Hod^QHn 
to nuuusuvre on the '' Neutral Qrounidft*^ 
where the inbabitanti; wef0 imw eontin 

nuallj 
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nualljr exposed to the ravages and in^ 
suits of f efugees and tones. One com-* 
pany of this detachment was command^^ 
ed by Crosby, during the absence of his 
captain to the north, and was not un- 
frequently engaged in some interesting 
affair with the enemy's outposts and 
patrdes. 

The tituation of the '' Neutral 
Ground," at this period, was painfully 
itit^esting to the patriot as well as the 
philanthropist. The country was rich 
and - fertile, and the farms appeared to 
have been advantageously cultivated; 
but it BOW wore the marks of^a country 
in ruins. A large proportion of the 
proprietoi*s having abandoned their 
farms, the few that remained found it 
impossible to harvest the produce. The 
meadows and pastures were covered with 
grass of a summer's growth^ and thou- 
sands of bushels of apples and other 

£ 6 fruit 



fruit were ripening 6n the trees, for n< 
other purpose than to fall and rot oi 
the round ! 

< 

The even me«d^ tluit ent Inought swecdy fortb 
The frebklad cowdip, humet, and green clorer. 
Wanting the scythe, all uncorrected, rank, 
Conteires hy idlenen ; and nothing teems, 
But hateful docks, rough thistles^ kecksies, Imn, 
Losing both beauty and utUity. 
And as our yineyaids, iUlowB, meads, and hedgef, 
tUiwdve in theur natures, grow to wildness. 

IShakesfea&e's Henry V. 

Tliose of the inhabitants of the " Neu 
tral Ground,** who were tories, had join 
ed their friends in New-York; whil 
the whigs had retired into the interio 
of the country. Some of each side ha< 
taken up arms, and were now the mos 
cruel and deadly foes. Within the Bri 
tish line, were hordes of banditti, con 
sisting of lawless villains, who devotee 
themselves to the most rapacious pillag 
and robbery among the defencelesis in 

habitant 
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habitants between the lines, many o( 
whom were dragged off to New- York, 
after witnessing the plunder of their 
houses ai)d farms. These shameless ma* 
raudets were known by the names of 
cowboys and refugees^ who, by their 
atrocious deeds, had become a scourge 
and terror to the people. 

In the vicinity of the American lines 
was another class of robbers, equally un- 
principled, but still more criminal, be- 
cause they committed their depredations 
under the mask of patriotism. These 
were called skinners, and professed to 
be whigs ; while the cow-boys claimed 
the title of loyalists. The lust of plun- 
der alone was the governing impulse of 
each. 

Numerous instances occurred of these 
miscreants subjecting defenceless per- 
sons to cruel tortures^ to compel them 

to 
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to deliver up their money, tur to discloed 
the places where it had been secreted; 
It was not unootnmon for them to hang 
a man by his neck till apparently life* 
less *, then restore him ; repeat the experts 
meot, and leave him for dead. 

While Crosby was on duty in the 
vicinity of Teller^s Point, where the 
waters of the Croton empty into Tap- 
pan Bay, a British sloop of war came 
up the river, and anchored in the stream, 
op{)osite the Point. With an uncon- 
querable predilection for stratagem, our 
hero immediately concerted a plot, for 
the sole purpose, as he says, of affording 

" a little 



* In Cooper's description of tlie preparations for 
hanging a Skinner^ by a leader of the refugees^ he 
sajs-^^' The Skinner had so often resorted to a 
similar expedient^ to extort information or plunder^ 
that he by no means felt the terror an unpractised 
maii wocQd have suffered^ at these omitioui mote^ 
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*^ a little sport for bis soldiers." He uoi 
cordiqgly proceeded down to the Toint^ 
accoifipanied by six men, five of whom^ 
besides himself, concealed tbemselyi^ 
in tbe woods, which grew a short 
disttnce from the shores while the other 
paraded tbe beach, so as to display La 
Ff^ette's uniform in so conspicuous a 
ownner as to attract the notice of the 
officers on board the vessel. 

The enemy swallowed tlie bait ; and 
a boat soon put off from the sloop of 
war, manned with eleven men, under 
the command of a lieutenant, to make 
a prisoner of this one yankee, who pre- 
cipitately fled into the woods, as the 
barge approached the shore. The Eng- 
lishmen followed, threatening to shoot 
the fugitive, unless he stopped and sur« 
reodered. 

4V3 soon as the pursuers had passed 

his 
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hia own little party, which were scatter- 
ed in various directions, Crosby exclaim- 
ed-—'' CJome on, my boys ! Now we 
have them !** 

At this signal every man sprang up 
in his place, with a shout thflt made the 
welkin ring ; making, at the same tim€^ 
such a rustling in the bushes, that the 
British, thinking themselves surrounded 
by a superior force, surrendered without 
resistance. On the next day they were 
marched to Fisbkill, and confined in 
the old Dutch church. 

Van Cortlandt*s detachment was small; 
but, by a well-managed finesse, be often 
succeeded in deceiving the enemy, as to 
its real numbers. He would occasion- 
ally approach the British lines ; and, 
posting his men in scattered positions, 
among the hills, cause each squad to 
beat to arms successively. They would 

then 
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then show themselves to the British; 
and manoeuvre in such a manner as to 
appear like reinforcements coming down 
to join the tniin body. This ruse de 
guerre often deterred the enemy from 
purming his predatory excursions against 
the defenceless inhabitants of the ** Neu* 
tral Ground.** 

Van Cortlandt's detachment, how-, 
ever, was at length ordered to West 
Point, and from thence to the main 
army at Tappan, in New-Jersey ; where 
Crosby remained until his stipulated 
term of service had expired. In the 
mean time, the following incident oc- 
curred, for the authenticity of which we 
have the testimony of Van Cortlandt 
himself; although the particulars, it is 
believed, have never before been pub- 
Jished, 

A young man, of PeekskiU, by the 

name 
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n^oie of John FauMing, while serving 
his country in the Westchester militiiw 
vfM taken prisoner, and sent to the city 
of New- York. Whether he was ednfi- 
ned in a sMgar4iou8es or tbe prw(»t^f 
9& it waa then called, we havd not been 
informed ; nor do we know the kogtb 
of time he remained a captive. It Was 
in the summer of 1780, however, about 
the period that a celebrated satirical 
poem was published in New-York» eii« 
tilied tlie " Cow Chasef," from the pen 

,.. ■ .. .of 

* The present debtor's jail. 



f Tkb bitter saliie^ the reader will 
veopUed^ was directed against -the Ajnexican brigs* 
die^-general Wajne^ the hero of Stony Pointy 
whom the poet accuses of stealing cattle for the 
use of 'the American army. The poem concliides 
wiik jthe following prophetic stanza :-— 

^^ And now I dose my epic strain, 

I tremble as I show it, 
^Lest this same wairior-drover Wayne 
should ever catch the poet'* 
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of John Andr4 adjutant*genera) ih the 
Bntisharmy. 

Though vigilantly watched, Paulding 
vras allowed the liberty, of his priran- 
jnard, a o^acioos enclosure^ surrounded 
by n strong high fence. By bribing a 
eoloured woman, who lived in the vi<sU 
Bity, to furnish him with a ladder, he 
doe iright ejected his escape from the 
yaid ; and, after remaining conoeated 
some time in her cellar, succeeded i^ 
reaching the North River undiscove% 
ed. 

Here he found a boat, and finally 
landed in safety, on the Jersey shores 
near Hoboken. He then made the best 
of his way to the American army at 
Tappan, where he related his adyentuie 
to his fellow-townsman, colonel Van 
Cortlandt, whose assistance he solicited, 
in proceeding to Peekskill. Van Cort- 
landt 

1, J 'iv)i^.vl 
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latidt accordingly supplied him with 
money, furnished him with a pass, and 
procured him a passage across the river. 

After lending on the eastern side of 
the Hudson, Paulding directed bis 
course homeward; but had not pro^ 
ceeded &r, when he met two of his for-* 
mer companions in arms, David Wil- 
liams and Isaac Van Wart, who hailed 
his return with joy, and heartily: con- 
gratulated him on his fortunate es- 
cape. 

After some conversation, they pre- 
vailed upon Paulding to relinquish his 
intention of going directly to PeekskiO, 
and to accompany them on an excur- 
sion down the " Neutral Ground,** to- 
wards the British lines, where they were 
going, they said, ^^ to have some fun 
with the Cow-boys.'* 

Young 
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Young and enterprising, Paulding 
leadily acceded to the proposal; and 
after providing himself with a musket, 
and other requisites, he accompanied his 
reckless associates to Tarrytown, where 
they achieved an adventure that immor- 
talized their names, and saved their 
country from inevitable ruin. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 



THE SPY AND THE TRAITOR. 



-Is there not some chosen cune. 



Some hidden thunder hi the stores of heaven. 
Red with uncommon wrath, to blast the man 
Who owes his greatness to his country's ruin f 

Addisov* 

About the middle of September, the 
commander-in-chief, attended by gene- 
rals La Fayette and Knox, with a splen- 
did retinue, left the American camp in 
New-Jersey, and proceeded to Hartford,' 
in Connecticut, for the purpose of hold- 
ing a conference with the commanding 
officers of the French fleet and army, 
r: which 



which had lately^ arrived i^ Rhode Islahdr 
In the mean time, the command of the 
American army devolved on major-- 
general Greene, whose head-quarters 
were at Tappan, where the corps to 
which Crosby was attached was now 
stationed. 

A week had elapsed since the depar- 
ture of Washington, and no incident of 
importance had occurred. Greene had 
learned, through the medium of his spies, 
that some secret expedition was on foot, 
at the city of New- York; but of its na* 
tare and direction, he could not obtain 
the smallest hint On the ninth day, 
however, at three o'clock i^ the mon^ 
ing, an alarm was spread thtXKigh the 
AmenxiBin camp \ and in a few minutes 
all tfime under arms: a detachment, 
oonaisting of two regiments, was imme- 
dlMely ordered to march ta West Point, 
with all possible expeditioa; and the 

rest 
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rest of the troops were directed to faoI4 
themselves in readiness to march at i^ 
moment's warning. 

While every one was pondering ill 
his own mind the probable object of tlus 
sudden movement, and vainly endear 
vouring to conjecture the cause, a gene*, 
ral order was promulgated, which sood 
explained it to the whole army, filUq|: 
every breast with astonishment andrior 
dignation. The following communic»-. 
tion, in the orders of general Greeny;: 
was read by the adjutants to their re-, 
spective regiments: — " Treason,, of the 
blackest dye, was yesterday discovered*: 
Greneral Arnold, who commanded it, 
West Point, lost to every sentiment of 
honour, of private and public obligaticHh.; 
was about to deliver up that important^ 
post into the hands of the enemy. Suobjr 
an event must have given the Ameiican; 
cause a dangerous, if not a fatal, wound c 

happUy; 



105 

liappily the treason has been timely dis- 
eovered, to prevent the fatal misfortune. 
The providential train of circumstances 
which led to it, affords the most con« 
vincing proofs that the liberties of Ame- 
rica are the object of Divine protection. 
At the same time that the treason is to 
be regretted, the general cannot help 
congratulating the army on the happy 
discovery. Our enemies, despairing of 
carrying their point by force, are prac- 
tising every base art to effect, by bri- 
bery' and corruption, what they cannot 
accomplish in a manly way. 

** Great honour is due to the. Ameri- 
can army, that this is the first instance 
rf treason of the kind, where many were 
to be expected from the nature of our 
liipute. The brightest ornament in the 
iiaracter of the American soldiers is, 
heir having been proof against all the 
irta and seductions of an insidious enemy. 

'* Arnold has made his escape to the 
'OL. II. F enemy ; 
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enemy ; bot major Andr^ the a^uttiit- 
general of the British arm;^, wlio oaiAe 
out as a spy to negociate the Imsiness^ 
18 our prisoner." 

The particulars of Andres arrest and 
trial are familiar to every read^. 
Lieu tenant- colonel Jameson was then 
the commanding officer on the Anieri- 
can lines, above the Neutral Ground; 
and to him was Andr^ conducted ^hf 
his incorruptible captors, Paulding^ Vaii 
Wart, and Williams, Tvhom, in our 
last chapter, we left on their way ta 
Tarrytown. 

t 
The prisoner immediately requested 

Jameson to inform Arnold, by letter, 

that John Anderson was taken on bis 

way to New-York, with which request 

the lieutenant-colonel immediately com^ 

. plied. 

Arnold 

• See Appendix, No. X VIIL 
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' Arnold received the letter about ten 
o^'dbck in the morning, while at break- 
6st. Two of Washington's aids, major 
Shaw and doctor M*Henry, had just 
arrived, and were at breakfast at Ar- 
nold*^ table. His confusion was visible, 
tmt no one could divine the cause. 

* Struck with the pressing danger of 
bid situation, momentarily expecting 
Washington's return from Hartford, the 
traitcMT called instantt|r for a horse. — '* A 
horse* r exclaimed he, as he started from 
Ae table. " Any one — even if a waggon 
hbr^ r 

He then bade a hasty adieu to his 
Wife^ aRd enjoining a positive order on 
Ate' ta.essenger not to inform any one 
tftat fee was the bearer of a letter from 
edtonel Jameson, he repaired to his 
barge^- and ordered the coxswain, with 
eight oarsmen, to proceed down the 

F 2 river. 
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river, to the sloop of war Vulture, which 
he reached in safety, under the protec- 
tion of a flag, and which immediately 

set sail for New- York. 

/ 

Washington arrived at Arnold's quar- 
ters in two hours after the traitor had 
escaped. Not finding Arnold at home, 
and being informed that he had gone to 
West Point, Washington passed over 
the river to view the works at that post; 
but not finding Aq|old, he returned, in 
the hope of meeting him at his quar* 
ters% But here he was again disappoint- 
ed, for no person could account for bis 
absence. 

Mrs. Arnold was now in her cUtiaiber, 
in great agitation and distress, deprived 
of her reason, and doctor Eustis in at- 
tendance. At a lucid interval she re- 
quested to see Washington ; but by the 
time he reached the chamber, her dis- 
traction 
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iMCtiail returned, and she knew him 
not; He then withdrew, and repairing 
to the dining-room, sat down* to dinner, 
but soon arose again, with apparent agi- 
tation. He then took colonel Lamb 
mdet and expressed to him his suspicion 
that Arnold had deserted to the enemy. 
in lestf than two hours it was ascertained 
tiiAt. the conjecture was too well found- 
ed t for a dispatch arrived from colonel 
Jameson, with an account of the cap- 
Hm of Andr^, accompanied by his own 
iett6r of confession. The prisoner was \ 
conducted to West Point, and from 
thence to head-quarters, at Tappan, 
where preparations were made for his 
trial by a court-martial. 

Washington immediately proceeded 
fo the camp, at Tappan ; and the mo- 
ment he arrived, sent for major Lee, 
who was posted, with the Virginia light- 
berse, some distance in front. 

f8 ''This 
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^^ This officer repaired to head^iar-* 
ters with celerity, and found the geoisral 
in his marquee alone, busily engaged in 
writing. So soon as Lee entered^ . be 
was requested to take a seat, ^nd :Q 
bundle of papers, lying on the t^ble^ 
was given to him for perusal. 

*Mn these papers much information 
was detailed, tending to prove that Ar- 
nold was not alone in the base conspi- 
racy just detected; but that the poison h^d 
spread ; and that a major-general, wlios^ 
name was not concealed, was certainly 
as guilty as Arnold himself. 

" This information had just been re- 
ceived by Washington, through his c»n- 
fidential agents in New- York ; and lifce 
immediately suggested the probability 
that the whole was a contrivance of sir 
Henry Clinton, in order to destroy that 
confidence between the commander aind 
his officers, on which the success of nil- 
litary operations depended. ■ . 

•The 
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*The suggestion/ replied Washing- 
ton» 'is plausible^ and desei'ves due con* 
sideration. It early occurred to my own 
xtiind^and has not been slightly regarded. 
But the same su^e$tion appKes to no 
dScer more forcibly than a few days ago 
it would have done to general Arnold, 
now known to be a traitor. 

* I.bave gent for you, sir, in the ex- 
pectatibn that you have in your corps 
individuals capable and willing to un- 
dfertake . an indispensible, delicate, and 
hazardous project. Whoever comes for- 
ward on thijs occasion^ will lay me under 
great obligations personally ; and, in be- 
Jialf of the United States, I will reward 
him aijbply. No time is to be lost ; he 
mitst .proceed, if possible, this night. 
JM[y object, is to probe to the bottom 
the afflicting intelligence contained in 
the papers you have just read, to seize 
Arnold, and by getting him, to save An- 
drd They are all connected. While 

F 4 my 
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tny emissary is engaged in preparing 
means for the seizure of Arnold, the 
guilt of others can be traced ; and the 
timely delivery of Arnold to me, wil) 
possibly put it into my power to restore 
the amiable and unfortunate Andr^ to 
his friends*." 

Lee readily undertook to find a mem- 
ber of his corps ca{:^ble of executing this 
hazardous service, but doubted whether 
he would consent to engage^ in an enter- 
prise, the first step to which was deser- 
tion. The person he selected was the 
serjeant-major of tlje corps, Charopd by 
name, and a Virginian by birth ; who^ 
after much persuasion, consented to un- 
dertake it. He that night deserted to 
the enemy ; and, though closely pursued, 
reached Powles' Hook in safety, and was 

taken 

* See the Memoirs of Major Hemy Lee. 
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takeii on board a British galley, which 
conveyed him to New- York, where he 
was closely examined by sir Henry Clin- 
ton, who gave him a letter of introduc- 
tion to Arnold, who immediately ap- 
pointed him one of his recruiting Ser- 
jeants. 

In the mean time, the interposition of 
sir Henry Clinton, who was extremely 
anxious to save his much-loved aid-de- 
camp, still continued; and it was ex- 
pected that the examination of witnes- 
ses, and the defence of the prisoner, 
would protract the decision of the court 
of inquiry, which assembled oo the 
twenty-ninth of the month, and give 
sufficient time for the consummation of 
the project committed to Champd, from 
whom information had just been receiv- 
ed that gave some«hopes of his success* 

But a complete disappointment took 

F 5 place^ 
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place, from a quarter unforeseen and uh^ 
expected. Andrd disdained defence, and 
prevented the examination of witnesses^ 
by confessing the character in which iie 
stood. He was consequently declared 
to be a spy, and condemned to suffer ac- 
cordingly. 

Washington approved the sentence, 
and ordered his execution to take place 
on the first day of October, at five oV&ck 
in the afternoon. In this decision he 
was warranted by the very unpromising 
intelligence contained in another letter 
from Champd, which he had just re- 
ceived ; by the still-existing implicatictfi 
of other officers in Arnold's conspiracy ; 
by a due regard to public opinion ; and 
by real tenderness to the prisoner him- 
self. 

Neither congress nor the nation could 
have been, with propriety, informied of 

the 
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tbe cause of the delay, had any bcfen in- 
terposed; tihd without such information, 
it must have excited in both, alarm and 
suspicion. The secret was known to none 
butWashington, Lee,Champ^,and a con- 
fidential agent in New-York. Andr^ 
himself could not have been intrusted 
with it ; and would, consequently, have 
attributed the unlooked-for event to the 
expostulation and exertion of sir Henry 
Clinton^ which would not fail to produce 
ill his breast expectations of ultimate 
relief; to excite which would have been 
cruel, as the realization of such expecta- 
tion depended only on a possible, but im- 
^r6bable, contingency. 

. On the first day of October, at the 
hour appointed, a large concourse of peo- 
ple assembled to witness the execution 
of the gallant and unfortunate young of- 
ficer. The gallows Was erected, and the 
graiVe and cofiiniprepared ; but aflag-of- 

F 6 truce 
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truce arrived with a oommumcatioii from 
sir Henry Clinton, making another «id 
further proposals for the release of major 
Andr^; in consequence of which the 
execution was postponed until twdve 
o'clock on the following day. 

• 

This flag was accompanied by the 
British general Robertson, with Andrew 
Elliott and William Smith, esquires^ for 
the purpose of pleading for the releasQ 
of major Andr^ the royal army being in 
the greatest affliction on the occasion. 

Elliott and Smith, not being military 
officers, were not permitted to land ; but 
general Greene was appointed, by the 
commander-in-chief, to meet Robertson, 
at Dobb's Ferry, and to receive his 
communications. He had, however, noi: 
thing material ta urge, but that Andr^ 
had come on shore under the sanction 
of a flag, and therefore gpuld not be ooa- 

sidered 
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iidered as a spy. Biit this plea was coin 
traditted by Andre's own confession. 

*' Having failed in this point, Robert- 
son requested that the opinion of disiiK 
terested persons might be taken; and 
proposed generals Knyphausen and Ro- 
chambeau, as proper persons. This pro- 
position could not be acceded to. 

" Robertson then had recourse to 
threats of retaliation, on some people in 
New- York and Charleston ; but he was 
told that such conversation could not be 
heard nor understood. 

" He next urged the release of Andr6 
on motives of humanity, saying he wish- 
ed an intercourse of such civilities as 
flight lessen the horrors of war, and dted 
instances of sir Henry Clinton's merdU 
ful disposition ; adding, that Andr^ pos- 
sessed a great share of that gentleman's 
affection and esteem, and that he would 
be infinitely obliged if he was spared. 

He 
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He offered, that if his. earnest wishes 
were complied with, to engage that any 
prisoner in their possession, whom Wash- 
ington might name, should be immedi- 
ately set at liberty*," 

' But all intercession was fruitless ; and 
least of all availed a letter to Washing- 
ton, of which Robertson was the bearer, 
from the traitor Arnold, filled with 
threats of retaliation, and the accountabi- 
lity of Washington for the torrents of 
blood that might be spilt, if he should 
order the execution of Andr^ ! it is dif- 
ficult to say which created the most as- 
tonishment in the breast of Greene — 
that Arnold should have the oonsum- 
urtate ^flfrontery to write such a* letter, 
or that Robertson should consent to b& 
the bearer x)f it. 

Nothing, of course, was effected hy 

this 

* See Thacher's Journal, p. 271- 
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this interview, and {he messengers re- 
turned in despondency to New- York. 
Andr6, in the mean time, during his cmi- 
finemerit, trial, and eohdemhatien, eVirt^ 
a composure and dignity of mitid, 
that enlisted the sympathies of all in his 
favour,— Not a munnur escaped him ; 
while the civilities and attentions be- 
stowed on him, were gratefully and po- 
litely acknowledged. Having left b, md- 
ther and two sisters in England, he was 
beard to mention them in terms of the* 
tenderest affection ; and in his letter to 
OT Henry Clinton, he recommended 
them to his particular attention. 

' Crosby assures us, that though every 
one acknowledged the policy of the sen- 
tence, there was scarcely one that spoke 
of his approaching fate without evincing 
the deepest emotions of sympathy. The 
principal guard officer, who was con- 
stantly in the room with Andr^, informed 

Crosby, 
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Crosby, that when the fatal hour arrived^ 
and the prisoner was summoned to at- 
tend, he heard and complied without any 
visible emotion; and while all present 
were more or less affected, he retained a 
serene countenance, with calmness and 
composure of mind. 

The prisoner walked from the stone 
house in which he had been confined,, 
between two subaltern officers, arm in 
arm. A large detachment of troops was 
paraded, and an immense conqourse of 
people assembled, to witness the awful 
ceremony. As the situation of Crosby, 
in the procession, was not so convenient 
fpr observation, we will give the remain- 
ing particulars in the language of doctor 
Thacher, to whose excellent journal we 
have already acknowledged ourselvea 
largely indebted. 

"During the iBoleaui march to the 

fiitai 
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&tal spot,'' says the doctor, ^ I was so 
near as to observe every movement, and 
participate in every emotion, which the 
melancholy scene was calculated to pro- 
duce. The eyes of the immense multi- 
tude were fixed on the prisoner, who, 
rising superior to the fears of death, ap- 
peared as if conscious of the dignified de- 
portment which he displayed. He be- 
trayed no want of fortitude, but retained 
a complacent smile on his countenance, 
and politely bowed to several gentlemen 
whom he knew, which was respectfully 
returned. / 

** It was his earnest desire to be shot, 
as being the mode of death most con- 
formable to the feelings of a military 
man, and he had indulged the hope that 
his request would be granted. At the 
moment, therefore, when suddenly he 
came in view of the gallows, he involun- 
tarily started backward, and made a 
pause. * Why this emotion, sir?' said 

an 



121 

an officer at his side. Instantly recover- 
ing his composure^ he said — * I am re- 
conciled to my death, but I detest the 
mode.' 

^ While waitings and standlhg near 
the galjiows,'* contibues doctor Thacher, 
** I observed some degree of trepidation ; 
placing his foot oti a stone, and rolling it 
over, aind choking in his throat, .as if at« 
tempting, to swallo^. So soon, hovreyer; 
as he perceived that things were inrea^ 
diness, he stepped quickly into the wag* 
gto;.and, at this moment, he appeared 
to shrink; but, instantly elevating- fais 
head with firmness, he said, * It will be 
but a momentary pang ;' and taking 
froni his pocket two white handkerehicft; 
the/ provost marshal, with one, loosely 
pinioned his arms ; and, with the other, 
the yictiih^ after taking eff his hat and 
atock, bandaged bis own eyes, with per- 
fect,firmnkss, which melted the hearts and 
kuoistfined the cheeks, not only of his 

servant. 
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servant, but of the throng of spectatora. 
1* The rope being appended to the 
gallows, he slipped the noose OTerJsis 
own head^ and adjusted it to his neek, 
ivithout the assistance of the awkward 
sx^ecationer. Colonel Scammel now in- 
formed him that he had an opportunity 
to speak, if he desired it. He raised the 
handkerchief from his ^es, and said—** I 
pray you to bear me witness that I meet 
my fate like a brave man.' The waggon 
being now removed from under him, he 
was suspended, and instantly expired. 
It .proved, indeed, 'but a momentary 
pang.' 

- ^ He was dressed in his royal regi- 
mentals and boots ; and his remains, in 
the same dress, were placed in an ordina* 
ry coffin, and interred at the foot of the 
gallows; and the spot was consecrated 
by the tears of thousands*." 

The 

.'l^ In tlie autumn of 1821, the remaiiui of major 
. . Andr6 
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The enterprise of Charop^ was well 
ooncerted, and would probably have suc- 
ceeded but for an unforeseen accident. 
On the day preceding the night fixed 
upon for the execution of the plot, Ar^^ 
nold removed his quarters to another 
part of the town ; and Chatnp^, with all 
Arnold's new recruits, were transferred 
from their barra^s to one of the trans- 
ports. He was thus compelled to pro- 
ceed with Arnold to Vi/ginia, where he 
made his escape, and rejoined the Ame- 
rican army soon after it had passed the 
Congaree, in pursuit of lord Rawdon. 



Aiidr6 were disinterred, and transported to Eng- 
land. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Now are our brows bound with victorious wreaths. 
Our bruised arms hung up for monuments; 
Our stem alarums changed to merry meetings. 
Our dreadful marches, to delightful measures ; 
Gfim-visaged war hath smoothed his wrinkled fW>nt. 

Shakesfxabje. 

L. FEW weeks" after the foregoing 
vents, intelligence was received of a 
ery brilliant exploit of the militia in 
forth Carolina, under colonels Campbell, 
Cleveland, Shelby, and Sevier, who, 
rith about three thousand volunteers, 
ttacked and defeated major Ferguson, 
t the head of a large force of refugees 
ad tories. Ferguson, with one hundred 

and 
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and fifty of his men» were killed, and 
eight hundred and ten taken prisoners, 
of whom one hundred and fifty were 
wounded. They also took fifteen hun- 
dred stand of arms. Of the Ameri- 
cans, colonel Williams was mortally 
wounded, about twenty killed, and a 
number disabled. Ten of the prisoners 
were imnrediately hung as traitors. 
This is called the battle of King's Moun- 
tain. 

But few incidents occurred in the vi- 
cinity of New- York, during the ensu- 
ijig winter and spring. In July follow^ 
ing, the French and American anili^ 
formed a junction at White Plains, fiom 
whence they proceeded to New-Jersi^.- 
Aiter ,some ingenious manoeuvribg i^ 
deceive the British with respect to* bis 
real designs, Washington suddenly 
marqhed to the south, with the cbmbin- 
ed armies, leaving sir ^enry Clinton 

under 
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^ridea^ the apprehension of ain immediate 
attaok dn the dty erf* New-York. 

_ * 

'The^ result of this southern exped!tibii 
h well known. ComwalRs surrendered 
hi» airmy at Yorktown, and the ministry 
of 'England gave up the contest in des- 
pair: .Our Independence was acknow- 
ledjgedy peace restored, and the smiles of 
joy scattered over the long-affiicted 
country. 

Cr6sby remained, with the division 
of the army which was left under the 
oomtQand of Heath, for tlie defence of 
tbe posts in the Highlands, until the pe- 
riod '0f his ^ngag^tnent had exj^ircfd. 
Be^ then r^tirgd to SoiiPthea^t, wl^re hh 
fiiihelr died shortly afterMrards r'ai^ there 
be^Jbias since resided, tip to the'presettl 
day; ' 

: He eqltivfitea a $aiail .&rm, the pro- 
duct 



128 

duct of his own industry, since the peace 
of 1783 ; haying received, for all his re- 
volutionary services, only the trifling 
pittance of two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars*. He has had two wives, the last 
of which was the widow of colonel 
Greene ; and he is the father of four 
children, two sons and two daughters, 
who are grown up, and settled in the 
county of Westchester. For twenty- 
eight years, he was justice of the peace 
in the town of Southeast ; and for the 
last fourteen years, he has held the office 
of deacon in the Presbyterian church. 
He has likewise held that of deputy- 
sheriff for the county. He is universally 
respected by his neighbours, acquain- 
tance, and fellow-citizens generally ; and 
now enjoys a " green old age," which, 
we trust, will be succeeded by a happy 

immor- 

* " Never !" laid Birch, spealdng out, ** was it 
for money I did aU this !"— iS^, V6L iu 
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immortality; for Enoch Crosby was^ 
**for years, a fidthfui and unrequited 
servant of his country. Though man 
does not, may God reward him for his 
conduct*.* 

* See the oonduding paragraph of the '' Spj." 
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No. I. 

DESTRUCTION OF THE TEA, IN BOSTON 

HARBOUR. 

[^B Americans, determined to oppose the re- 
eaue syttem of the English parliament, in 
jwry possible shape, considered the attempt of 
M East India Company to evade the resolu- 
0S8 of the colonies, and dispose of teas in 
uoaerica, a# an indirect mode of taxation, sane- 
oned by the authority of parliament Several 
obUe ineetings were held on the subject, par- 
cttlarly in the town of Boston. At one of 
lese meetings, while tlie assembled multitude 
reie in quiet consultation, on the safest mode 
} {HPevent the sale and consumption of an herb, 
oxious at least to the political constitution, the 
ebates were interrupted by the entrance of the 

G 3 sheriff. 
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sheriff, with an order from the governor, styling 
them an illegal assembly, and directing their 
immediate dispersion. 

This authoritative mandate was treated with 
great contempt, and the sheriff instantly hissed 
out of the house. A confused murmur ensued, 
both within and without the walls ; but in a few 
moments all was again quiet, and the meeting 
adjourned without delay. 

Within an hour after this was known abroad, 
there appeared a great number of persons, clad 
like the aborigines of the wilderness, with toma- 
hawks in their hands, and clubs on their shoul- 
ders, who, without the least molestation, march- 
ed through the streets with silent solemnity, 
and amidst innumerable spectators, proceeded 
to the wliaives, boarded the ships, demanded 
the keys, and without much deliberation, knock- 
ed open the chests, and emptied several thou- 
sand weight of the finest teas into the ocean. 
No opposition was made, though surrounded 
by the king's ships ; all was silence and dismay. 

This done, the procession returned throMgh 

the 
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the town in the same order and solemnity as 
observed in the outset of their attempt No 
other disorder took place, and it was observed 
the stillest night ensued that Boston had enjoyed 
for several months. 

The number of persons disguised as Indians, 
is variously stated ; none put it lower than si$ty 
— none higher than eighty. The destruction 
was effected by the disguised persons, and 
some young men who volunteered ; one of the 
latter collected the tea which fell into the shoes 
of himself and compauions, and put it into a 
phial, and sealed it up (which phial is now in 
his possession), containing the same tea. The 
contrivers of this measure, and those who car- 
ried it into effect, will never be known ; some 
few persons have been mentioned as being 
among the disguised ; but there are many and 
obvious reasons why secrecy then, and conceal- 
ment since, were necessary. None of those 
persons who were confidently said to have been 
of the party (except some who were then mi- 
nors, or very young men), have ever admitted 
that they were so. Mr. Samuel Adams is 
thought to have been in the counselling of this 

G 4 exploit, 
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exploit^ and many other men who were lew 
in the political affairs ef the times ; and the 
of cooncil is said to have been io the b 
room of Edes and GKIFs printing-oflBce, at 
comer of the alley leading to Brattle^t 
churchy from Court-street. There are very 
alive now who helped to empty the chesti 
tea^ and these few will probably be as pruc 
as those who have gone before them. 
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FBMALB PATRIOTISM. 

Thi foUowiog anecdote^ which is too well 
8otlienticated to be disputed, furnishes one in- 
stmee, amoog thousands, of that heroic spirit 
md loire of liberty which characterized the Ame- 
^ean females during the struggle for indepen* 
^leQce. 

'' A good lady^— we knew her when she had 
grown old-r-in 1775, lived on the sea-board, 
rix>ut a day's march from Boston, where the 
Britirii army then was. By some unaccount* 
ible accident, a rumour was spread, in town 
lod country, in and about there, that the re^u- 
brt were on a full march for that place, and 
¥OuId probably arrive in three hours at farthest, 
rbis was after the battle of Lexington, and aU^ 
M might be well supposed, was in sad confu- 
ioii««'8ome were boiling with rage, and full of 

G S fight ; 
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fight; some with fear and confusion; aome 
hiding their treasures; and others flying for 
Ufe. 






In this wild moment, when most people, 
in some way or other, were frightened from 
their property, our heroine, who had two sons, 
one about nineteen years of age, the other about 
sixteen, was seen by our informant preparing 
them to discharge their duty. The eldest, she 
was able to equip in fine style ; she took hor 
husband's fowling-piece, ' made for duck or 
plover,' (the goodman being absent on a coast- 
ing voyage to Virginia), and with it the powder- 
horn and shot-bag ; but the lad thinking the 
duck and goose shot not quite the «ize to kill 
regulars^ his mother took a chisel, cut up- her 
pewter spoons, and hammered them into flugs, 
and put them into his bag ; and he aet off ia 
great earnest, but thought he would ^all ooe 
moment, and see the parson, who said — ^ Well 
done, my brave boy — God preserve you !' and 
on he went in the way of his duty. 



The youngest was importunate for his l^oip- 
ments, but his mother could find nothing ta inn 

him 
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lliin with iHit an old rusty sword ^ the boy seemed 
rather unwilling to risk himself with this alone, 
but lingered in the street, in a state of hesitationi 
when his mother thus upbraided him — ' You^ 
John H*****, what will your father say, if 
he hears that a child of his is afraid to meet 
the British ? Go along. Beg or borrow a 
gun; or you will find one, child-^some cow- 
ard, I dare say, will be running away ; then 
take his gun, and march forward ; and if you 
come back, and I hear you have not behaved 
like a man, I shall carry the blush of shame 
oo my face to the grave/ 

She then shut the door, wiped the tear from 
her eye, and waited the issue ; the boy joined 
the march. Such a woman could not have 
cowards for her sons. 

Instances of refined and delicate pride and 
affection occurred, at that period, every day, 
in different places ; and in fact this disposition 
and feeling was then so common, that it now 
operates as one great cause of our not haying 
flrfbre facts of this kind recorded. What few 
there are remembered should^ not be lost. 

6 6 Nothing 
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NoduDg great or glorious was ever achieved 
which women did not act in, advise, or coo- 
sent to/' 
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No. III. 

BATTLE OF BUNKER HILL. 

The heights of Charlestown were so tituated, 
S8 to make the possession of them a matter of 
great consequence, to eitlier of the contending 
parties. Orders were therefore issued, June 
l6th, bj the provincial commanders, that a de- 
tachment of a thousand men should entrench 
upon Breed's Hill*. Here the Americans, 
between midnight and morning, with uncom- 
mon expedition and silence, threw up a small 
redoubt, which the British did not discover till 
the morning of the 17th, when they began an 
incessant firing, and continued it till afternoon. 
With the intrepidity of veteran soldiers, the 

Americans 



throi^h jnbtake, have eaRed tbe hiii wbera 
the battle wm iboght, Bumker Hill, whidi is a quarter of a 
mile north of Breed't» or Rassel's HiU» where the battle was 
fodgfat 



Americans bore this fire, and proceeded to finish 
^ their redoubt, and to throw up a breastwork, 
extending eastward of it to the bottom of the 
hill. About noon general Gage detached major- 
general Howe and brigadier-general Pigot, with 
the flower of his arniy, in two detachments, 
amounting in the whole to nearly three thou- 
sand men. Thej landed at a point about one 
hundred and fifty to two hundred rods southr 
east of the redoubt, and deliberately prepared 
for the attack. 

While the troops who first landed were wait- 
ing for a reinforcement, the Americans on the 
left wing, towards Mystic River, for their se- 
curity, pulled up some adjoining post and rail 
fence, and set it down in two parallel lines neai 
each other, and filled the space between with 
hay, which the day before was mowed, and 
remained in the adjacent field. The British 
troops, in the mean time, formed in two linesj 
and about three o'clock advanced slowly to- 
wards the Americans. The hills and steeples 
in Boston, and the circumjacent country, were 
crowded with anxious spectators of the dubious 
convict* While some felt for the honour bi 



the British troops, multitudes, with a kieener 
sensibility, felt for the liberties of a great and 
growing country. 

The attack commenced on the part of the 
Britidi troops. The Americans had the pre- 
caution, in obedience to the. orders of their 
commanding officer, to reserve their fire till 
their enemies had approached within ten or 
twelve rods of their works. They then began 
a well-directed and furious discharge of small- 
arms, which mowed down their enemies in 
ranks, and occasioned a disorderly and precipi- 
tate retreat. Their officers rallied them with 
difficulty, and pushed them forward with their 
swords, to a second attack. They were, in 
the same manner, put to flight a second time. 
With still greater difficulty they were forced by 
general Howe to a diird attack. 

By this time the powdei of the Americans 
began to fail, and their redoubt was attacked 
on two sides. Under these circumstances, a 
retreat was ordered ; the left wing of the Ame- 
ricans; north-east of the redoubt, still continu- 
ing their fire, ignorant of what had taken place 

oa 
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on the right, till the British had neaily swt^ 
rounded tfiom. The retreat was effected, with 
an inconsiderable loss, considering the greater 
part of the distance they had to pass was com- 
pletely exposed to the incessant fire of the Gfas- 
goif inan*of«-war, and two floating^battenes. 
In this retreat Warren fell. 

During the heat of this bloody action, by 
order of general Gage, Charlestown was set 
on fire, by a battery on Cops' Hill, in Bos« 
(on, and a party from the Somerset man-of- 
war, lying in Charies River, and nearly four 
hundred houses, including six public buildings, 
were consumed, with their furniture, &c. va- 
lued by nineteen men, under oadi, at one hun- 
dred and fifty-six thousand nine hundred pounds 
specie ; and two thousand persons reduced from 
affluence and mediocrity, to the most aggra* 
vated poverty and exile. 

The number of Americans engaged in tbis 
memorable action was only one thousand fiv^ 
hundred. There have been few battles in mo- 
dern wars in which, all circumstances consi- 
deredji tiiere was a greater slaughter of men than 

in 
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io this short engagement. The loss of the Bri- 
tish; as acknowledged bj general Gage, amoun- 
ted to one thousand and fifty-four men. Nine* 
teen commissioned officers were killed, and 
seventy wounded. The loss of the Americans 
was seventy-seven killed, two hundred and se- 
venty-eight wounded and missing. 

The death of major-general Warren, who 
four days before had recdived hb commission^ 
and who,having^hadno command assigned him, 
fought thb day as a volunteer, was particularly 
and greatly lamented. *' To the purest pa- 
triotism, and the most undaunted bravery, he 
added the eloquence of an accotfiriiAhd orator, 
and the wisdom of an able statesmaiw\^-. 
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No. IV. 

DORCHESTER HEIGHTS*^' 

On the twenty-second of February 1776, it 
was evident that some great preparations were 
on foot, in the American armj; for some im- 
portant event. Orders were received, in the 
hospital department, to prepare lint and ban- 
dages, to the amount of two thousand, for frac- 
tured limbs, and other gun-shot wounds. On 
the second of March, a very heavy discharge 
of cannon and mortars commenced from all the 
works at Cambridge and Roxbury, which con- 
tinued at intervals for two days. This, it seems, 
was merely a finesse to draw the enemy's atten- 
tion to a wrong quarter. On the fourth, the de- 
signs of Washington were made known to the 
army, 

" The object in view," says doctor Thacher, 
** is now generally understood to be the occu- 
pying 
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pjing and fortifjing of the advantageous heigbti 
of Dorchester. A detachment of our troops is 
ordered to march for this purpose this evening; 
and our regimenti with several others^ has receive* 
ed orders to march at four o'clock in the morning 
to relieve them. We are favoured with a full 
bright moon^ and the night is remarkably mild 
and pleasant; the preparations are immense; 
more than three hundred loaded carts are in 
motion. By the great exertions of general 
Miffliuj our qiiarter-master-general^ the requi- 
site number of teams has been procured. The 
covering party of eight hundred men advance in 
front ; then follow the carts with the intrench- 
ing tools; after which, the working party of 
twelve hundred, commanded by general Tho- 
mas of Kingston ; next in the martial procession 
are a train of carts, loaded with ||pcines and hay, 
screwed into large bundles of seven or eight 
hundred weight. The whole procession moved 
on in solemn silence, and with perfect order 
and regularity ; while the continued roar of 
cannon serves to engage the attention, and di- 
vert the enemy from the main object. 

'' At about four o'clock pur regiment followed 

to 
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10 tlie heightt of Doreliester, a3 a relief ptrty. 
Ob pamog Dorchetltr Neck, I obsenred a vast 
number of large bun41e» of screwed hay, arna»- 
ged in a line next the enemy, to protect ear 
troops from a raking fire, to which we should 
haTe been greatly exposed, while passing and 
repassing. The carts were still in motion mth 
materials ; some of them have made threo or 
four trips. On the heights we found two forts 
in considerable forwardness, and sufficient for a 
defence against small-arms and grape*sbot^ 
Hie amount of labour performed during the 
night, considering the earth is frozen eighteen 
inches deep, is almost incredible. The enenrj 
having diieovered our wcNrks in die moraiiq^^ 
commenced a tremendous cannonade from the 
forts in Boston, and from dieir shipping in die 
harbour. Caipon shot are continually rolling 
and rebounding over the hill ; and it is asto* 
■ishing to observe how little our soldiers are 
terrified by them. 

** During the forenoon we were in momen<> 
tary expectation of witnessing an awful scene ; 
nothing less than the carnage of Breed's Hill 
battle was expected. The royal troops are 

perceived 
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perceived to be in molioii^ as if embarking 
to pass the harbour^ and lahd ob DorckeaUr 
ehore^ to attack our work». Tkt hills md 
elevnliMi^ in this tioinity arb corek'ed wiA 
sfMtalorB^ to witness deeds bf horror in Ae exi- 
•pocted €<Hiftct. His exceUency genehil Warii>- 
iagloa is present, animating and encouraging 
the «<Mier8» and diey in their turn manifest thettr 
joy^ aind expk*dBS a warm desire for the apj^ioach 
of the etoeihy ; each ma'n knows his phice, abd 
is fesolute to execute his duty. Our breast- 
workf are strengthened, and among the mean 
of defence are a great number of barrels, filled 
with stones and sand, arranged in front of our 
worksi which are to be put in motion, and made 
t)t> roll down thehtH, to break the ranks and legs 
of the assailants as they advance. These are 
the preparations for blood and slaughter. Gra- 
cious God! if it be determined in thy provi>- 
dence that thdusand^ of Our feHow-creatures 
sfaaH this day be slain, let thy w^rath be appeas- 
ed, /and in mercy grant, that victoi^ be on the 
side of ^our suffering, bleeding country. 

'^ The anxious da^ has closed^ and the enemy 
has failed to molest us. From appearances, 

however. 
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howeyer, there are strong reasons to 8up|K)8ej 
that they have only postponed their medicated 
work till another day. It is presumed that the 
martial fire, which has been enkindled in the 
-breasts of our soldiery, will not be extinguished 
during the night, and that they will not rest 
quietly under their disappointment. Early in 
the morning of the sixth, our regiment was re- 
lieved from its tour of duty, and I bade adieu to 
.Dorchester heights, without being called to dress 
a single wound. Not more than two or three 
men were killed or wounded during the twenty- 
fourrhours. 

'^ Some of the British troops were seen to 
embark, and pass down towards the castle 
last evening, to be in readiness, it was sup* 
posed, in conjunction with others, to attack 
our works this morning ; but a most violent 
storm came on in the night, and still continuing, 
obliges general Howe to abandon his enter- 
prise ; and thus has a kind Providence seen fit 
to frustrate a design, which must have been at- 
tended with immense slaughter and bloodshed. 
General Howe must now be sensible of his ex- 
posed situation, and be convinced of the imme- 
diate 
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diate necessity of evacuating the town of Bos« 
ton, if he would prevent the sacrifice of his fleet 
and army." 
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No. V. 

PATRIOTIC SACRIFICES. 

" From whatever cause it proceeded, it b cer« 
taio, that a dispcyition to do, to suffer^ and to 
accommodate, spread from breast to breast, 
and from colony to colony, beyond the reach of 
human calculation. It seemed as though one 
mind inspired the whole. The merchants put 
far behind them the gains of trade, and cheer*' 
fully submitted to a total stoppage of bitsiness, 
in obedience to the recommendations of men, 
invested with no legblative powers. The col* 
tivators of the soil, with great unanimi^, as- 
sented to the determination, that the hard-earn- 
ed produce of their farms should remain un- 
shipped, although, in case of a free ezporta^ 
lion, many would have been eager to have 
purchased it from them, at advanced prices. 
The sons and daughters of ease renounced 

imported 
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imported conveniences^ and voluntarily engaged 
to eat; drinky and wear, only such articles as 
their country afforded. 

** These sacrifices were made, not from 
the pressure of present distress, but on 
the generous principle of sympathy, with an 
invaded sister colony, and the prudent poli- 
cy of guarding against a precedent, which 
might, in a future day, operate against their 
liberties. tf ^ 

'^ The season of universal distress exhibited a 
striking proof how practicable it is for mankind 
to sacrifice ease, pleasure, and interest, when 
the mind is strongly excited by its passions. In 
the roidBt of their sufferings, cheerfulness ap- 
peared in the face of all the people. They 
counted every thing cheap, in comparison with 
liberty, and readily gave up whatever tended to 
endanger it. A noble strain of generosity and 
mutual support was generally excited. A great 
and powerful diffusion of public spirit took 
place. The animation of the times raised the 
actors in these scenes above themselves, and 
excited them to deeds of self-denial, which the 
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interested prodence of calmer seasons can 
scarcely credit." 
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No. VI. 

EXECUTION OF CAPTAII>jrHALE. 

The particulars of this tragical events sanc- 
tioned by general Hull, who was knowing to 
them at the time^ are thus related by Miss H. 
Adams, in her History of New England. 

'* The retreat of general Washington left the 
British in complete possession of Long Island. 
What would be their future operations^ re- 
mained uncertain. To obtain information of 
their situation, their strength, and future move- 
ments, was of high importance. For this pur- 
pose, general Washington applied to colonel 
Knowlton,. who commanded a regiment of light 
infantry, which formed the van of the American 
army, and desired him to adopt some mode of 
gaining the necessary information. 

'' Colonel Knowlton communicated this re- 

H 2 quest 
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quest to captain Hale, of Connecticut^ \i'ho was 
then a captain in his regiment. This young of- 
ficer^ animated by a scMe of duty, and consi- 
dering that an opportunity presented itself, by 
which he might be useful to his country, at 
once offered himself a volunteer for this hazard- 
ous service. He passed in disguise to Long 
Island, examined every part of the British army, 
and obtained the best possible information re* 
specting their situation and future operations. 

'< In his attempt to return, he was apprehen- 
ded, carried before sir William Howe, and the 
proof of his object was so clear, that he frank- 
ly acknowledged who he was, and what were 
his views. 

*^ Sir William Howe at once gave an order 
to the provost marshal to execute him the next 
morning. 

" The order was accordingly executed in a 
most unfeeling manner, and by as great a savage 
as ever disgraced humanity. A clergyman, 
whose attendance he desired, was refused him ; 
a bible, for a moment's devotion, was not pro- 
cured^ 
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cured, though he^equested it. Letters, which 
on the morning of his execution, he wrote to 
his mother, and other friends, were destroyed ; 
and this yery extraordinary reason given by the 
provost marshal, ' that the rebels should not 
know that they had .a man in their army, who 
could die with so much firmness.' 

'^ Unknown to all around him, without a sin- 
gle friend to offer him the least consolation, 
thus fell as amiable and as worthy a young man 
as America could boast, with this as his dying 
observation, * that he only lamented he had but 
one life to lose for his country/ How superior 
to the dying words of Andr6 ! Though the man- 
ner of his execution will ever be abhorred by 
every friend to humanity and religion, yet there 
cannot be a question but that the sentence was 
conformable to the rules of war, and the prac- 
tice of nations in similar cases. 

^* It is, however, a justice due to the charac- 
ter of captain Hale, to observe, that his motives 
for engaging in this service were entirely diffe- 
rent from those which generally influence others 
in similar circumstances. Neither expectation 

H 3 of 



of promotion nor pecuniai^ reward^ induced 
bim to this attempt. A sense of duty, a hope 
that he might in this way be useful to his coun* 
trj^ and an opinion which he had adopted^ that 
every kind of service necessary to the public 
good^ became honourable by being necessary^ 
were the great motives which induced him to 
engage in an enterprise, by which his connec- 
tions lost a most amiable friend^ and liis coun- 
try one of its most .promising supporters. 

" The fate of this unfortunate young man 
excites the most interesting reflections, 

" To see such a character, in the flower of 
youthy cheerfully treading in the most hazard- 
ous paths, influenced by the purest intentions, 
and only emulous to do good to his country, 
without the imputation of a crime, /all a victim 
to policy, must have been wounding to the feel- 
ings even of his enemies. 

*' Should a comparison be drawn between 
major Andr6 and captain Hale, injustice would 
be done to the latter, should he not be placed 
on an equal ground with the former. Whilst 

almost 
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almost every historian of the American Revolu- 
tion has celebrated the virtues and lamented the 
fate of Andr6, Hale has remained unnoticed, 
afid it U scarcely known that such a character 
ever existed. 

'' To the memory of Andr6, his country has 
erected the most magnificent monuments, and 
bestowed on his family the highest honours and 
most liberal rewards. To the memory of Hale, 
not a stone has been erected, nor an inscription 
to preserve his ashes from insult/' 
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No. VII. 

BATTLE OF TRENTON. 

'^ Washington having obtained information 
that the advanced party of the enemy, consisting 
of about fifteen hundred Hessians and British 
light-korse, under command of colonel Rahl| 
was stationed at the village of Trenton^ con- 
certed a plan for taking them by surprise* For 
this purpose, he made choice of Christmas 
night, under the idea, that in consequence of 
the festivity, they might be less vigilantly guard- 
ed* At this time the whole force under his im- 
mediate command did not exceed three thou- 
sand men. At the head of about two thousand 
four hundred men, one division being com- 
manded by general Greene, and the other by 
general Sullivan, he crossed the river Delaware 
in boats, in the night of the twenty-fifth of De- 
cember, during a severe storm of snow and rain. 
The passage of the boats was rendered ex- 
tremely 
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tremely difficult and hazardous by the ice, and 
parfof the troops and cannon actually failed in the 
attempt. Having landed on the Jersey shore^ he 
had nine miles to march, and he reached the vil- 
lage about seven o'clock in the morning, with 
such promptitude and secrecy, as to attack the 
enemy almost as soon as his approach was disco- 
vered. A smart firing ensued, whidi continued 
but a few minutes, when the enemy, finding them- 
selves surrounded, threw down their arms, and 
surrendered as prisoners. Colonel Rahl, the 
commanding officer, was mortally widilnded, 
and seven other officers were wounded, and 
left at Trenton on their parole ; about thirty- 
five soldiers were killed, sixty wounded, and 
nine hundred and forty-eight, including thirty 
officers, were taken prisoners, amounting, in 
all, to one thousand and forty-eight. Of the 
continentals, not more than ten, it is supposed, 
were killed and wounded. General Washing* 
ton recrossed the Delaware the same day in 
triumph, bringing off six excellent brass can- 
non, about one thousand two hundred small 
arms, and three standards, with a quantity of 
baggage, &c. 

h5 "This f 



^' This very brilliant achievement is highly 
honourable to the commander-in-chief, and U^ 
all diat were engaged in the enterprise. We 
are sanguine in the hope, that this most auspi* 
cious event will be productive of the happiest 
eifects, by inspiriting our dejected army, and 
dispelling that panic of despair into which the 
people have been plunged. 

" General Washington allowed the Hesuao 
prisoners to retain their baggage, and sent them 
into ^ interior of Pennsylvania, ordering that 
they be treated with favour and humanity. 
This conduct, so contrary to their expectations; 
excited their gratitude and veneration for their 
amiable conqueror, whom they styled ' a very 
good rebel'* 

Thacher's JoumaL 
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No. VIII. 

BATTLB OF PRINCETON. 

" After his success at Trenton^ general 
Washington received considerable reinforce- 
ments of troops from Virginia and Maryland^ 
and some regiments of militia^ which enabled 
him again to cross the Delaware into the Jer- 
seys^ and face the enemy. While at Trenton^ 
jiord Cornwallis advanced to attack him^ and a 
severe cannonade commenced. In the even- 
ing, general Washington ordered a great num- 
ber ..of fires to be lighted up, and leaving a 
sufficient number of men to keep them burning 
during the night, to deceive the enemy, stole a 
march, with his main army, taking a circuitous 
route, and, at nine o'clock the next morning, 
attacked three regiments of the British, who 
were posted at Princeton, routed them, and 
drove them from their redoubts. 

'* By this masterly manoeuvre, the enemy lost 
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about five humdred, in killed^ wounded^ and 
prisoners. The loss on our side is very incon- 
siderable, in point of numbers; but we have 
to lament the death of brigadier-general Mer* 
cer, a brave officer, who commanded the Vir- 
ginia militia. The fact is published, that^ after 
general Mercer surrendered himself, the ene- 
my, deaf to the voice of humanity, stabbed him 
with their bayonets, and, with the butt-end of 
a musket, battered and disfigured his face in a 
savage manner. 

** It is to be remarked, that on this memo- 
rable occasion lord Cornwallis was completely 
out-generalled ; while he was expecting to find 
the continental army at their lighted fires at 
Trenton, he was astonished and confounded to 
hear the firing occasioned by this same ariny, 
beating up their quarters twelve miles in his 
rear. His lordship immediately repaired, by 
a forced march, to Princeton, but arrived too 
late to retaliate on his vigilant antagonist, who 
had taken up his route to Morristown. Find- 
ing that the continentals were out of his reach, 
his lordship proceeded, without halting, to 
Brunswick. 

'^ Stratagems 
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'' Stratagems in war, when wisely concerted, 
and judiciously executed, are considered as 
characterizing a military genius of superior 
order, and is a quality of inestimable value in 
every commander. It is often exultingly re- 
marked in our camp, that Washington was 
bom for the salvation of his country, and that 
he is endowed with all the talents and abilities 
necessary to qualify him for the great under- 
taking. 

^* The militia of Jersey, immediately on their 
being liberated from the control of the British, 
flew to arms, exasperated and stimulated by a 
recollection of their sufferings, and have be- 
come their most bitter and determined enemies, 
and are very active and vigilant in harassing 
them on all occasions, keeping a continual 
watch, and cutting off small parties whenever 
opportunities offer. 

** It is gratifying to the army, that Congress 
have conferred on their generalissimo more 
ample powers, and appointed him Dictator for 
the limited term of six months ; to reform and 
new model the miUtary arrangements, in such 

manner 
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manner bb he may judge most advantageouts 
for the public service. Much good is expected 
to result from this measure/' 

Thacker^s Journal, 
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No. IX. 



CAPTURE OF PRESCOTT, 



*' In the month of July 1777> lieutenant- 
colonel Barton^ of the Rhode-Island militia^ 
planned a bold exploit, for the purpose of sur- 
prising and taking major-general Prescott, the 
commanding oflScer of the royal army at New- 
port. Taking with him, in the night, about 
forty men in two boats with oars muffled, he 
had the address to elude the vigilance of the 
ships of war and guard-boats, and having ar^ 
rived undiscovered at the quarters of general 
Prescott, they were taken for the sentinels, and 
the general was not alarmed till his captors 
were at the door of his lodging-chamber, which 
was fast closed. A n^gro man, named Prince, 
instantly thrust his beetle head through the pai>- 
nel-door, and seized his victim while in bed. 
The general's aid-de-camp leaped from a win- 
dow undressed, and attempted to escape, but was 

taken, 
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taken, and, with the general, brought off ia 
safety. *' 

** In repassing the water-guards, general 
Prescott said to colonel Barton — ' Sir, I did 
not think it possible you could escape the vigi- 
lance of the water-guards/ 

'' This is the second time that general Prescott 
has been a prisoner in our hands within two 
years. This adventure is extremely honourable 
to the enterprising spirit of colonel Barton, 
and is considered as ample retaliation for the 
capture of general Lee by colonel Harcourt. 
The event occasions great joy and exultation, 
as it puts in our possession an officer of equal 
rank with general Lee, by which means an ex- 
change may be obtained. Congress resolved 
that an elegant sword should be presented to 
colonel Barton for his brave exploits 

'' It has been ascertained that general Howe 
has relaxed in his rigid treatment of general 
Lee, and conducted towards him in a manner 
suitable to his rank. The Hessian officers, on 
whom retaliation had been inflicted, are also 

restored 
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^stored to their former condition as prisoners 
of war." 

Thacher's Journal. 
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NaX. 

SIEGE OF FORT STANWIX. 

'* On the third of August 1777> colonel St. 
Leger^ and sir John Johnson, with a body of 
Britons, Canadians, tories, and Indians, in- 
vested Fort Stan wis, now Fort Schuyler, one 
hundred and ten miles from Albany. General 
Herkimer, with about eight hundred militiai 
was advancing to disperse this motley collec- 
tion, and to relieve the garrison ; but unfortu- 
nately he fell into an ambuscade, and suffered 
a considerable loss. Being himself wounded 
in both legs, he was seen sitting on a stump; 
and courageously encouraging his men, by 
which they maintained their ground, and did 
great execution among the enemy. Several of 
the Indian chiefs were slain by the first fii«, 
which so disheartened the remainder, that they 
were thrown into the greatest cqnfusion, and 
turning on the tories, and other wlttte people, a 

warm 
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warm contention ensued between them, and 
many of the whites were killed. 

'' Colonel Gansevort, the commander of the 
fort, sent out lieutenant-colonel Willet, with 
two hundred and fifty men, who bravely routed 
the Indians and tories, destroyed their provi- 
sions, and took their kettles, blankets, muskets, 
tomahawks, deer-skins, &c. with five colours, 
and returned to the fort. The brave general 
Herkimer soon died of his wounds, and one 
hundred and sixty of his militiamen, having 
fought like lions, were killed, besides a great 
number wounded. 

" St. Leger's victory over our militia was 
purchased at a dear price ; more than seventy 
of his Indians were slain, and among them a 
large proportion of their most distinguished and 
favourite warriors, and the survivors were ex- 
ceedingly dissatisfied. 

^' The object of the expedition was far from 

being accomplished ; the commander did not, 

however, despair of getting possession of the 

fort; for^vBs purpose he sent in a flag, de- 

A manding 
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manding a surrender. He greatly magnified his 
own strength — asserted that Burgoyne was at 
Albany — and threatened that^ on refusal, his 
Indians would destroy all the inhabitants in the 
vicinity ; and so soon as they could enter the 
fort, every man would be sacrificed. Colonel 
Gansevort nobly replied in the negative, being 
determined to defend the fort at every hazard ; 
aware, however, of his perilous situation, he 
found means of sending to general Schuyler, at 
Stillwater, for assistance. General Arnold was 
now dispatched with a brigade of troops to at- 
tack the besiegers; but finding their force 
greatly superior to his own, be sent back for a 
reinforcement of one thousand light troops. 

'' An object which cannot be accomplished by 
force, is often obtained by means of stratagem. 
Lieutenant-colonel John Brooks, an intelli- 
gent officer from Massachusetts, being in ad- 
vance with a small detachment, found one ma- 
jor Butler, a noted officer among the Indians, 
endeavouring to influence the inhabitants in 
their favour, and he was immediately secured. 
A man also, by the name of Cuyl^, who was 
proprietor of a handsome estate in the vicinity, 

' ^:-. was 

• it ♦» 
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vras taken up as a spy. Colonel Brooks pro- 
posed that he should be employed as a decep- 
tive messenger, to spread the alarm, and induce 
the enemy to retreat. 

'^ General Arnold soon after arrived, and ap- 
proved the scheme of colonel Brooks ; it was 
accordingly agreed that Cuyler should be libe- 
rated, and his estate secured to him, on the 
condition, that he would return to the enemy, 
and make such exaggerated report of general 
Arnold's force, as to alarm and put them to 
flight. Several friendly Indians being present, 
one of their head men advised th&t Cuyler's 
coat should be shot through in two or three 
places, to add credibility to his story. 

^' Matters being thus adjusted, the impostor 
proceeded directly to the Indian camp, where 
he was well known, and informed their war- 
riors, that major Butler was taken, and that 
himself narrowly escaped, seveHll shot having 
passed through his coat, and that general Ar- 
nold, with a vast force, was advancing rapidly 
towards theim. In aid of the project, a friend- 
ly Indian followed, and arrived about an hour 

after, 
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after, with a confirmation of Cityler's re^ 
port. 

'' This stratagem was successful ; the Indians 
instantly determined to quit their ground, and 
make their escape : nor was it in the power 
of St Leger and sir John, with all their art of 
persuasion, to prevent it When St Leger 
remonstrated with them, the reply of the chiefs 
was — ' When we marched down, you told us 
there would be no fighting foir us Indians ; we 
might go down and smoke our pipes ; but now 
a number of our warriors have been killed, and 
you mean to sacrifice us/ 

^' The consequence was, that St. Leger, find- 
ing himself deserted by his Indians, to the num- 
ber of seven or eight hundred, deemed his situa- 
tion so hazardous, that he decamped in the 
greatest hurry and confusion, leaving his tents, 
with most of his artillery and stores, in the 
field. General Arnold, with his detachment, 
was now at liberty to return to the main, army 
at Stillwater; and thus have we clipped the 
right wing of general Burgoyne. 



€€ 



In 



. -f 



175 

'^ Id the eveiUDgy while on their retreat, St. 
Leger and sir John got into a warm altercation, 
criminating each other for the ill success of the 
expedition. Two sachems observing this, re- 
solved to have a laugh at tiieir expence. In 
their front was a bog of clay and mud ; they 
directed a young warrior to loiter in the rear, 
and then, of a sudden, run, as if alarmed, call- 
ing out — ' Theif are coming! ihey are coming /' 
On. hearing this, the two commanders-, in a 
fright, took to their heels, rushing into the^ bog, 
frequently falling and sticking in the mud, and 
the men threw away their packs, and hurried 
off. This and other jokes were several times 
repeated during the night, for many miles/' 

Thacher^s Journal. 
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No. XL 



'BATTLE OF BENNINGTON. 



On the sixteenth of August 1777, the Ameri- 
cans under general Stark, defeated the British 
and Indians, under lieutenant-colonels Batum 
and Breyman, at Bennington, Vt* Stark di- 
vided his troops into three divisions, and ordered 
colonel Nichols, virith two hundred and fifty 
men, to gain the rear of the left wing of the 
enemy^ who was secured by entrenchments. 
At the same time colonel Hendrick made a si- 
milar movement on the enemy's right wing, 
while Stark sittacked them in front. 

The Indians, alarmed at the appearance of 
being surroundedj^Mideavoured to make their 
escape in a single me between the two parties, 
with their horrid yells and the gingling of cow 
bells. The flanking parties approached each 
other in their rear, and general Stark making a 

bold 
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)old and furious onset in front, a general and 
close conflict ensued^ and continued with more 
or less severity for about two hours. Though 
colonel Baum had nearly twice their numbers, 
and was defended by breastworks, the force 
opposed to them proved irresistible, forcing 
their breastworks at the muzzles of their guns, 
md obliging them to ground their arms, and 
mrrender at discretion, so that the victory on 
mr part was complete. We took two pieces 
)f brass cannon, and a number of prisoners, 
with baggage, 8cc. 

'' This was no sooner accomplished, than 
:olonel Breyman, with one thousand German 
Toops, arrived, with two field-pieces, to rein- 
ibrce colonel Baum, who had just been de- 
-eated. General Stark's troops were now scat- 
;ered, some attending the wounded, some 
guarding the prisoners, and still more in pur- 
suit of plunder, and all exhausted by extreme 
lunger and fatigue. At this critical moment, 
:olonel Warner's regiment arrived, and the 
)ther troops being rallied, the whole were or- 
lered to advance. A field-piece had been 
:aken from Baum in the forenoon, and Stark 

VOL, II. 1* ' ordered / 
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ordered it to be drawn to the scene of aci 
but his men, having never seen a cannon, k 
not how to load it; the general dismounted^ 
taught them by loading it himself. . ..An act 
soon commenced, and proved warm andd 
perate, in which both sidef displayed the iii4 
daring bravery, till night approached, when It 
enemy yielded a second time in one. day to the 
Yankee conquerors. .The Gernian.troopt 
being totally routed, availed themselves 'Of ih 
darkness of night to effect their retreat. . ■ 

*^ The whole number of killed, wounded, and 
prisoners, was nine hundred and thirty-four^ 
including one hundred and fifty^seven tories ; 
of this number six hundred and fifty-four are 
prisoners. Colonel Baum received a mortal 
wound, of which he soon after died* Besides 
the above, one thousand stand of ^rms, four 
brass field-.pieces, two hundred and fifty dra^ 
goon swords, eight loads of baggage, and 
twenty horses, fell into our.bandsv Tb^ loss 
on our side is not more than one hundred in- the 
whole. 

.1 ■ . * . ■ ■ 

<' The officers and men engaged in this 

"^ splendid 
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splendid enterprise oierili all the praise which a 
grateful country can bestow ; they fought disci- 
plined troops^ completely accoutred, while 
they wielded their ordinary firelocks with scarce 
a bayonet, and, at first, without cannon. The 
consequences must be most Jiuspicious as,, re- 
spects our affairs in the northern department. 
Burgoyne must feel the clipping of another 
wing, and it must diminish his confidence in 
his successful career. The event will also be 
productive of the happiest effects on the spirits 
of our militia, by increasing their confidence in 
their own prowess. 

" The following anecdote deserves to be no- 
ticed, for the honour of the person who is the 
subject of it, though his name has not been as- 
certained. A venerable old man had five sons 
in the field of battle near Bennington, and 
being told that he had been unfortunate in one 
of his sons, replied — ' What, has he misbe- 
haved i did he desert his post, or shrink from 
the charge?' — * No, sir,' says the informant, 
' worse than that ; he is among the slain ; he 
fell contending mightily in the cause.'— ^' Then 
I am satisfied,' replied the good old man ; 

I 2 * brings 
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' bring him in, and lay him before me, that I 
may behold and survey the darling of my soul/ 
On which, the corpse was brought in, and laid 
before him. He then called for a bowl of 
water and a napkin, and, with his own hands, 
washed the gore and dirt from his son's corpse, 
and wiped his gaping wounds, with m compla- 
cency, as he himself expressed it, which before 
he had never felt or experienced.'* 

Thacher^s Journal. 
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No. XII. 

BATTLE OF STILLWATER, OR SARATOGA* 

' The American army, under the command 
if general Gates, in the vicinity of Stillwater, 
D the county of Saratoga, state of New- York, 
Itacked the enemy, under general Burgoyne, 
»n the nineteenth of September 1777. At 
ibout three o'clock, both armies being formed 
D a line of battle, the action became general^ 
>nd the combatants on both sides evinced that 
fdour and gallantry which shews a determina- 
lou to conquer or die. The firing, for about 
hree hours, was incessant, with continued tre- 
nendous roar and blaze, filling the field with 
itrnage and death. Few battles have been 
Bore obstinate and unyielding — at one point 
he British are overpowered ; but, being rein- 
breed, the Americans are baffled ; these, being 
upported, and renewing their efforts, regain 
heir advantages ; the same ground is occupied 

X 3 alternately. 
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•Iteroately — the dead and wounded of botb 
parties are mingled together. The British re- 
sort repeatedly to their bayonets without effect 
— the Americans resist^ and foil their attempts. 

^ Captain Jones, of the British artillery, had 
the command of four pieces of cannon, which 
he conducted with great skill and valour till he 
fell, and thirty-six, out of forty-eight, of his 
artillery-men, were killed or wounded ; his can- 
non were repeatedly taken and retaken> but 
finally remained with' the enemy, for the want 
of horses to bring them off. 

^. '' During the engagement, a number of our 
soldiers placed themselves in the boughs of 
high trees, in the rear and flanks^ and took 
every opportunity of destroying the British 
officers by single shot : in one instance, gene- 

t • « • 

ral Burgoyne was the object, but the aid-de- 
camp of general Phillips received the ball 
through his arm, while delivering a message to 
Burgoyne; the mistake, it is said, was occa- 
sioued by having his saddle furnished with rich 
lace, and was supposed, by the marksman, to 
be the British commander. 

"In 



18S 

't**>Jn the^ cJu^'of 'eveiBng>the^ foatkie ter«> 
iiyiMU«d/ihe^ Brildsh 'ki On^ garter silently r^ 
Cfe«^ki|^)^th4'*Aaieri^nS''in>aflother give way, 
atid quit'the loflg-eont(Bsf6d'^ehl;" Lieutenant^ 
colonel Brdokn; with- the eighth 'Massachusetts 
regiltie?Dt, TeiitMHed in the field till about eleven 
o'clock, and was the last who retired. Major 
Hull commanded a detachment of three hun- 
dred men, who fought with such signal ardour, 
that more than half of them were killed or 
wounded* 

** The whole number of Americans engaged 
in this action, was about two thousand five 
hundred ; the remainder of the army, from its ^^ 
unfavourable situation, took little or no part in ^F^"^ 
the action. The British have suffered a loss^ >, 

as is supposed, of more than five hundred in 
killed, wounded, and prisoners. On the side 
of the Americans, sixty-four were killed, two 
hundred and seventeen wounded, and thirty- 
eight missing. Among the killed, are colonels 
Adams and Colburn, two valuable ofiicers, 
much regretted. 

'* The victory on this important occasion is 

1 4 claimed 
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claimed by the eoemy^ but the advantages are 
most decidedly on the side of the Americans : 
they were the assaihnts — they held their ground 
during the day — and at the close retired to their 
encampment without being pursued. The royal 
army lay all the ensuing night on their arms, at 
some distance from the field of battle/' 
-J. Thacher^i Journal. ' 
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No. XIII. 



RED BANK AFFAIR. 



** The Americaus bad erected several forts 
and redoubts on the banks of the Delaware 
River and on Mud Island, to guard agilinst the 
passage of the British fleet up this river to Phi- 
ladelphia. In one of these forts at Red Bank, 
colonel Greene, of Rhode Island, was posted, 
with about four hundred men. General Howe^ 
perceiving the great importance of reducingjjj^ 
these works, detached count Donop, an ofiic^ 
held in high estimation in the royal army, with 
twelve or fifteen hundred Hessian troops, well 
supplied with artillery, to take possession of it« 
Having arrived near the redoubts, he summoned 
the commander to surrender, to which he re- 
solutely replied, he would defend the place to 
the last extremity. 



** This fort being originally constructed on a 

1 5 large 
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large scale, it was found necessary to run a 
line across the middle, and divide it into two, 
so that the external part was left without de- 
fence. The Hessian commander ordered his 
troops to advance under cover of the smoke of 
his cannon, and storm the redoubt ; they soon 
gained the unoccupied part with loud huzzas 
on their supposed victory ; but on approaching 
the new lines within, where our trdops were 
statione'd, the brave garrison poured on them 
such hot and well-directed fire for about forty 
minutes, that they were completely overpower- 
ed, and fled in every direction. Colonel Do- 
nop, their commander, was mortally wounded, 
and tiaken, and more than one hundred were 
^ killed on the spot, and a greater number 
woiinded and prisoners. The enemy retreated 
with great precipitation, leaving many of their 
wounded on the road, and returned to Phila- 
delphia with the loss of one half their party. 

** Colonel Greene, and his brave troops, ac- 
quired great honour for their gallant defence of 
the fort, which is a key to other posts on the 
river. Congress have rewarded the colonel 
with an elegant sword. 

«The 
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'' The British anny found it dilBBcult to pro- 
cure the necessary supplies in Philadelphia, and 
the continental galleys and strong chevaux-de- 
frize in the Delaware, rendered a passage of 
their ships up to the- city almost impossible. 
Admiral lord Howe determined to attempt the 
removal of these formidable obstructions, and 
he ordered six of his ships to engage in this 
service. They were so unmercifully handled 
by, our galleys^ and from Fort Mifflin, at Mud 
Island, that two of them> one of sixty-four 
guna, run aground, and were set on fire by the 
crews who deserted them, and soon after they 
blew up." 

Thacher's Journal 
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No. XIV. 

SURRENDER OF BDR60TNB. 

''After the battle of Stillwater, the situatton 
of General Burgoyne became very precarious* 
His Indian auxiliaries deserted daily; and his 
army^ reduced to little more than five thousand 
men, was limited to half their usual allowance 
of provisions. His stock of forage was en- 
tirely exhausted, and .his horses were perishinj 
in great numbers. The American army hac 
become so augmented, as to render him diffiden: 
of making good his retreat. To aggravate hi 
distress, no intelligence had yet been receive( 
of the approach of general Clinton, or of an; 
diversion in his favour from New- York. 

^* In this exigency, general Burgoyne resolve< 
to examine the possibility of dislodging th 
Americans from their posts on the left, b 
whidi means he would be enabled to retreat t 
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the lakes. For thb purpose he drew out fifteen 
hundred meny which he headed himself, attend- 
ed by generals Phillips, Reidesel, and Frazer. 
This detachment had scarcely formed, within 
less than half a mile of the American intrench- 
ments, when a furious attack was made on its 
left; but major Ackland, at the head of the 
British grenadiers, sustained it with great firm- 
ness. The Americans soon extended their 
attack along the whole front of the German 
troops, which were posted on the right of the 
grenadiers ; and marched a body around their 
flank, to prevent their retreat. On this move- 
ment, the British light infantry, with a part of 
the twenty-fourth regiment, instantly formed, 
to cover the retreat of the troops intOk the 
camp. Their left wing, in thd mean time, 
overpowered with numbers^ was obliged to 
retreat, and would inevitably have been cut to 
pieces, but for the intervention of the same 
troops which had just been covering the re- 
treat on the right. 

'^ The whole detachment was now under the 
necessity of retiring ; but scarcely had the Bri- 
tish troops entered the lines, when the Ameri- 
cans, 
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caiM^^led hygenmni ^iii<dd>- pr«sied fwrwaid; 
and^ WKier m-lrememlous fire of grape-shot and 
mutketry^ assaulted' lhe« works througboqt theb 
wbole exteat from right to left. Toward the 
close of the day, a part of the left of the Ame« 
ricaiM forced" the iDtrenchments, and Artiold> 
wilh.a few men, actually entered the works; 
buChia horse being killed, and he himself badlj 
wounded in the leg/ they were forced out of 
them ; and' it being now /nearly dark, they do* 
sisted from the attack, • On the left of Anipld's 
detachaMnt, Jackson's regiment of Massacbuf 
setts,-then led by lieutenant-colonel Brooks, isvas 
still <mpie suoce^sAiL It turned the right qf the 
enoampment, and carried^ by storm ^the works, 
occupied by the German reserve. • Lieutenants 
colonel'Breyman was killed ; and Brooks main* 
tainefMbo' ground^ he had gained. > Darkness 
putisin end to the i^clion^: the ad vantage, of 'the 
Americans was decisive. They killed a great 
number of the enemy ; made upward of two 
hundred prisoners, among whogi werc'i several 
officers of distinction, took nine pieces of brass 
artiUcay^ • and the ^encampadent : of i a German 
brigade, with all their equipage. Among the 
slain of the enemy was general Frazer, an offi- 

cer 
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cer of iU8tiDgiii8he4 merit, ^ho^e ]o«s wiip par- 
ticularly regretted. The. loss of tbe Americaoi 
was incoDsiderable* , . ..,,, . 

'* Gates posted fourteen hundred men ou tb^ 
heights opposite the fofd.of ^isratoga, two 
thousand in the rear, to prevent. a retreat, to 
Fort Edwardi and fifte^ hundred at a fo|rd 
higher up. Burgoyne, apprehensive of being 
hemmed in, retired immediate^ to Saratoga. .. . 

" An attempt was now made to retreat to fori 
George. Artificers were accordingly dispatcl^^ 
ed, under a strong escort, to repair the bridges, 
and open the road to Fort Edward ; but th^ 
were compelled to make a precipitate retreat* 
The situatioQ of general., Burgoyne becoming 
every hour more hazardpus, . be fesplvi^d,tQ dXr 
tempt a retreat by night to Fort ^ward ; bu^ 
even this retr^gade movement vas re^djor^d ini* 
practi9able. While the aruiy was preparing to 
march, intelligence .was ^-eceiyedthat th^ Am^r 
ricans had already possessed themselves of Fort 
Edward, an4 that they were well ; provided with 
artillery* 

''No 
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'' No aveooe to eacape now appeared. 
Incessant toil had worn down the whole British 
army, which did not now contain more than 
three thousand five hundred fighting men. Pro- 
visions were almost exhausted^ and there were 
no possible means of procuring a supply. The 
American army, which was daily increasing, 
,was already much greater than the British in 
point of numbers, and almost encircled them. 
In this extremity, die British general called a 
council of war; and it was unanimously re- 
solved to enter into a convention with gene- 
ral Gates ; preliminaries were soon settled, 
and the royal army surrendered prisoners of 
war. 

''The capture of an entire ^rmy was justly 
viewed as an event that must essentially affect 
the contest between Great Britain and America; 
and while it excited the highest joy among the 
people, it could not but have a most auspicious 
influence in the cabinet and in the field. The 
thanks of Congress were voted to gjeneral Gates 
iand his army ; and a medal of gold, in comme> 
moration of this splendid achievement, was 
ordered to be struck, to be presented to him 

by 
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bj the presidenti io the name of the United 
States/' 

Hobawf American Jnnah. 
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No. XV. 

BRANDYWINB AND OBRMANTOWN. 

'' General Washington having ascertained 
that it was the great object of sir William Howe 
to possess himself of the city of Philadelphia, 
put in requisition every effort in his power to 
counteract his measures for this purpose. His 
force during the whole campaign was consider- 
ably inferior to that of the enemy. Battles and 
skirmishing, of more or less importance, were 
frequent, but not decisive, though attended by 
no inconsiderable loss of human lives. 

'^ On the llth of September, the two armies 
approached each other in the order of battle, 
and a general action took place at Brandywine, 
in which the officers and soldiers of both ar- 
mies displayed a spirit of intrepidity and hero- 
ism, scarcely ever exceeded. The British claim 
the victory, but it was only a partial one ; and 

besides 
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des a prodigious sacrifice of lives, they fail- 
in their main object, that of forcing their 

to Philadelphia. It is stated that, from 
icular circumstances, little more than one- 

of general Washington's .force was opposed 
aearly the whole strength of the enemy, 
'loss is mentioned in cound numbers at one 
isand. The marquis de la Fayette and ge- 
i\ Woodford v^ere sightly wounded* . The 

of the royalists, according to accounts 
lished, greatly exceeds that of . the Aj^Ur 
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BURNING OF DANBUBT, CONNECTICUT. 

''On the 86ch of April 1777, the notorious 
TryoDj at the bead of two thousand tones and 
refugees, marched to Danbury, in the state of 
Connecticut, where they burnt eighteen housefly 
with their contents, and a very valuable quantity 
of stores, provisions, and one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety tents. 

.^ This wanton devastation alarmed die coun- 
try, and the mOitia collected under major-ge- 
neral Wooster, assisted by Arnold and Silliman. 
A smart action soon ensued, and continued 
about one hour, in which our militia and a small 
number of continentals conducted with distin- 
guished bravery ; but being overpowered by a 
superior force, they were obliged to retreat. 

'' The amount of stores destroyed by the 

enemy 
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enemy was very considerable, but the loss of 
valuable officers and men is infinitely more im« 
portant. General Wooster was mortally wound- 
ed, and died soon after. Lieutenant-colonel 
Gould, and four or five other officers, were 
killed, and about sixty men were killed or 
wounded. Among the slain is doetor At- 
water, a respectable character, whose death 
is greatly lamented. General Arnold had his 
borse shot under him, when within ten yards of 
Ae enemy, and a eoldier was advancing with 
fixed bayonet towards him, when, with grieat 
presence of mind, he drew his pistol from his 
holsters, and instantly shot him through the 
body. On the side of the royalists, the lo88,^s 
stated by general Howe, is one hundred and 
seventy-two, in killed, wonnded, and missing, 
but by other accounts it is much more consi- 
derable. Among their wounded is brigadier- 
general Agnew, and two other field officers.'' 

Tkachev^s Journal. 
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FORTS MONTOOMBttY AND CLINTON. 

^' On thcf 6tb October 1777, the British, uaii 
sir Henry Clintoo and general Vaughan, si 
ceeded in an assault on forts Montgomery^ a 
Glintoitf/ on the M'estern bank of the Hudson, 
ffelir miles below West Point. These fortresi 
were * defended by governor George Clintt 
and his brother, general James Clinton, of Ne 
York, having about six hundred militiamen, 
force gre&tly inadequate to the defence of t 

works. 

• ■.■■• • . 

^ The enemy came up die river, landed, ai 
appeared unexpectedly, and demanded a st 
render of the forts; which being resolutely r 
fused, were taken by assault, though not wit 
out a firm and brave resistance. General Jam 
Clinton received a bayonet wound in his thig 
but he and the governor, with a part of the ga 

riso 
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risoD, made their escape, leaving about two 
hundred and fifty men killed^ wounded and pri- 
soners.' "The enemy suffered > a* iBvtre 'losd - of 
three fieM offitsers' killed> and dKslr dead ttoA 
wounded is estimated at^abo*tthreie4ilindi^d.^^ 

**' G^eral "Potnam; Who ^dommtifid^ at 
Peekskill, in the vicinity, having a small force 
only to guard the*<leposit t>f '8tores*/^WftiB obliged 
lo retire,' and the iiarracks, stares; "and phnri- 
skms, to a very ^oasid«rabl6 ^amount/^ffeli- iilt6 
the hands of the 6Mmyy and were d^^royed. 
Witli wanton crueky thej^'ket fire to. th^* houses 
-and buildings of evepy tlescription; ' and^pri^ad 
Vdili- and' devastation to the ext6nt^'X>f* their 
pofirer* To -consummate' their d^structivie 
^heme> general Vaughan destroy ed^y Tcotjfla^ 
gration the beautiful Iompo' of Esopufify with the 
churchy and every othei^ buiklmg it* <^)Mit^i(i^. 
'Thus we^experietfice the iiorrid effects' of Malice 
akid revenge';* wher« they oail^not'^nqtier/they 
Wantonly exterminatecftnA-destroy.' "^^ » ^ ' 

; *^ Theyare w^slh^j^pJ-Jsed^^of'the disastrous 
and desperate situation of their boastful general 
BurgOyne, and* if tfaey>dar«i( »&t inarch to 'his 

relief, 
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relief, they can cowardly retaliate by conflagra- 
tion with impunity. It is die prevalent opinion 
here, that by taking advantage of wind and tide, 
it is in the power of sir Henry Clinton to con- 
vey his forces to this city virithin the spa^e of 
five or six hours ; and having arrived here, a 
march of about twenty miles will carry him, 
without opposition, to Stillwater, which must 
involve general Gates in inexpressible embar- 
rassment and difficulty, by placing him between 
two armies, and thereby extricatii^ Burgoyne 
from his perilous situation. We have been 
tremblingly alive to diis menacing prospect, but 
our fears are in a measure allayed by the fol- 
lowing singular incident. After the capture of 
Fort Montgomery, sir Henry Clinton despatch- 
a messenger by the name of Daniel Taylor, to 
Burgoyne with the intelligence ; fortunately he 
was taken on his way as a spy, and finding him- 
self in danger, he was seen to turn aside, and 
take something from his pocket and swallow it. 
General George Clinton, into whose hands he 
had follen, ordered a severe dose of emetic tar- 
tar to be administered ; this produced the hap- 
piest effect as respects the prescriber ; but it 
proved fatal to the patient. He discharged a 

small 
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small silver bullet, which being unscrewed, was 
found to enclose a letter from sir Henry Clin- 
ton to Burgoyne. — ^^ Out of thine own mouth 
thou shalt be condemned/' The spy was tried; 
convicted, and executed. The following is an 
exact copy of the letter enclosed : 



tl Montgomery, October 8, 1777. 
void — and nothing between us 
but Gates. I sincerely hope this little success 
of ours may facilitate your operations. In an- 
swer to your letter of the twenty-eighth of Sep* 
tender, by C. C, I shall only say, I canpot 
preftme to order, jmL even advise, for reasons 
obvious. I beartil^^'ish you success. 

Faithfully youfs, 

H. Clinton. 
To General Burgoyne -^{ykacher^s Journal "] 
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CAPTURE OF MAJOR ANDRt. 

The treason of Arnold, and the consequent 
capture aM execution of maj^^Andr^, are 
ev^Mts that have belm widely cimilated in all 
parts oribe Snrorhi ; biit tbe Mlowing mtracts 
from the '^ Life litid 'Oorrertpotidetice of general 
Greene/' i^cintahi second ^dditioirial facts^ wfaidi 
cannot fail of bting read ^ith fait^reat. 

'^ It was when Washingmi was on his march 
to Kiq|sbridgey with a vikm to the attempt oo 
NewwYoirlr, knd when he had mustered every 
man who cbold om^ a musket, that fae:plactd 
Arnold in command of a corps of invalids at 
West Point. The commander-in-chief had of- 
fered him a command suitable to bis rank and 
reputation in the army ; but he made the un^ 
healed state of his wounds, ^d some odier 

xtfor 
W^ godations 



causes, the pretext for declining it ; for his ne- 
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gelations for the surrender of West Pc^nt had 
alremly commenced^ or been consummated, 
and he made interest to obtain that appoint- 
ment. 

Greene was in command of the Americair 
army, at the time Arnold-s treachery was de- 
tected. Soon after the relinquishment of the en- 
terprise against lfew-Yor](, a meeting was con- 
certed to take place between the .American 
eommander-in-cbiefy and the JPrench military 
and naval commanders, Hartford, on the Con- 
necticut rivier, was the place iissigned for their 
meetings and lis iq^bject :wa8 to conault on their 
future joint bperationa. 

:llpon the departiure pf Waahiugton, Greene 
was placed in comnuilid of the maiii ^rm^. 
This was on the seventeenth pf S^ptemlrarVjPp 
the e^kteeotb, admiral RoAi^y arrivd^^jtli^ 
such an overwhelming reinforcement to the Bri- 
tish navy, as must have set the consultations at 
.Hartford all at nought. £rom that time, 
Greened communica^os to the president of 
con^ss are full of the hurried: preparations 
going on at New-York for some importafit en- 

K 2 terprise. 
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terprise. Little did he or any other suspect to 
what point that enterprise was directed. It ap- 
pears that he had established a regular commu- 
nication for obtaining intelligence from the city, 
by spies ; and his correspondents in that place 
were at a loss whether the expedition was in- 
tended against Rhode Island or Virginia. To 
one or the other of those places the enemy had 
been careful to throw out hints, or exhibit. ap- 
pearances that the expedition was directed ; yet 
Greene was not deceived ; for in a letter of the 
twenty-first, to general Washington, he writes — 
*' Colonel communicated the last intel- 
ligence we have from New- York ; since that 'I 
have not been able to obtain the least informa- 
tion of what is going on there, though we have 
people in from three different quarters. JNoue 
of them returning, makes me suspect some se- 
cret elcpedition is in contemplation, the success 
ofw^hich depends altogether on its being kept a 
secret." 

This letter is dated at Tappan; for to that 
place he had been directed by general Wash- 
ington, .on bis departure for Hartford, to remove 
a divisioa of the army. 

On 
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Od the 23d, die whole mystery was deve« 
loped by the capture of major Andr6« He had 
ascended the river in the Vulture sloop-of-war^ 
to hold a personal conference with general Ar- 
nold. The British commander had become 
sensible that no time was to bd|||bst ; as most 
probably, on the return of Washington from 
Hartford, he would assume the command in 
person, at West Point, or confide it to Greene, 
The present, therefore, was the most favour- 
able time that would ever present itself; the re- 
cent movement of the army nearer that place, 
excited to despatch ; and the arrival of Rodney 
gave the enemy the Command of such abundant 
means of water transportation, without exposing 
the city to a coup de main from the French and 
American forces, that the British commander 
would have been culpably negligent not to have 
embrSced it. Andr6 was accordingly deSpatch- 
led to hiake the final arrangements for consum- 
jfnaiing the treachery of Arnold. 
# 

The well-known object of Arnold's nego- 
ciation was to put Clinton in possession of the 
post at West Point. This is a beautiful little 
plain, lying on the west bank ofr the Hudson, a 

K 3 little 
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liClie bdow wiwre it breaks diroagli die cbun 
6f mowituas ctHHei the Hijbhads. he fenn 
i§ nearlj circular; in one half of its ckcmife- 
reoce, defended by a precifMce of great hdgbt^ 
rinng abmpd yfrom the riter ; aa^oo dw other, 
by a chaio W nigged impassaUe bmhhiIuiis. 
It is accessible bj one pass onlj from die rtfer, 
and diat is narrow, and easSy defended ; whSe, 
on die land side, it can be approached only at 
two points, by roads that wind dirough the 
nioontains, and enter it at the riter bmh, on the 
north and south. 

Great importance had always been attached 
to this post by the Americans, and great labour 
aild ezpence bestowed upon fortifyii^ it; whe- 
ther judiciously or to good effect^ has never been 
tested. But die place is naturally scarciiy as^ 
8aihd>Ie, very heidthy, and eoftnnands twriver, 
throughout a long circuit diat it stretchePnmad 
the point, and where it is deep and vecy nai^ 
row. 9 

The Nofdi River had loi^ been the grsat 
veld that supplied life to the American amtff ; 
and had the enfaiy obtained posseMOti of this 

post, 
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ff^ty l^ides ^fae actual loss in men and stores^ 
ft»<f AjpericifQ BXipy. would have been cut off 
^4^ their principal resources in the ensuing 
winfj^r, 01^ been obliged to fall back above the 
4}c;b}/|nds^ an4 leave all the countr}^ below 
ppffft tp conq^uest;^ while tjjfie communication 
(i^twe^n tl^e eastern and wes^tem states womM 
^^Y^ bejen seriously interrupted, if not wholly 
excluded. 

4fnpld well knew tfa^ bearing of this post 
upm, all the oper^ipns of the American army, 
aiid afterwards avowed his confident ei^pecta- 
ppi^, that had the enemy got possession of it, 
ibo contest must have ceased, and America 
l^n subdued. Clinton, it appears, also well 
understood the value of this place : and it is 
probable^ that the pu^rchase of it had been ar- 
rangecl with Arnold soooie moptbs prior to the 
detection of the plot. 

It was wdl reme^ibered afterwards, that he 
bad if^trigued for aoupe time to get appointed to 
f h^ compiand, ijot oidy in person, ^ut through the 
agency of his friends in cojogifi^s and th^ army ; 
ai^l the activity w|iich he displayed in making 

K 4 his 
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his escape, and afterwards, as a commander un-^ 
(ler Clinton, support the belief that the pain 
and weakness from his wounded legs, on whicb 
he founded his claims to a command suited to 
an invalid, were in a great degree affected. - ..Id-^ 
deed, in one of tts publications, he acknow- 
ledges, that he had long retained his commission 
only to find some opportunity to inflict such a 
blow. 

• 

The developement of Arnold's plot was com- 
municated to Greene, by a letter from colonel 
Hamilton, dated Verplank's Point. It was re- 
ceived the evening of the twenty*fiftb. The 
object of the preparations in New- York imme- 
diately became palpable ; and, without delay, 
he made every disposition for marching to the 
defence of West Point : so that when general 
Washington's order reached him, at a quarter 
past three, on the morning of the twenty-sixth, 
the whole army had already been put under 
marching ordeft. The first Pennfjlvania bri- 
gade, under Wayne, had been first put in mo- 
tion ; so that it actually fell tg the lot of Andr^ 
to find the ' warrior-drover Wayne' iri com- 
mand, when he was delivered a prisoner at the 

village 
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village of Tappan. But Wayne did not sit in 
the board of officers who tried him ; perhaps 
from considerations of delicacy ; there may have 
remained something of personal irritation ; the 
wounds of the pen last longer than those of the 
sword. 

It is very well known that major Andr6 was 
taken near a place called Tarry Town, on the 
east side of the Hudson, where it forms Haver* 
straw Bay. Ten years afterwards, the large 
sycamore niear which he was taken, was shown 
to the traveller ; and the incidents at his cap- 
ture were familiarly known to, and . related by 
every inhabitant in the village. Paulding, Wil- 
liams, and Van Wart, who captured him, were 
poor, but reputable men, and exhibited a strik- 
ing instance of disinterestedness and fidelity. 
Andr6 offered them large bribes, but they were 
not to be corrupted, and conducted him a pri- 
soner to colonel Jameson, who commanded a 
scouting party on that side of flPriver. 

The circumstances attending the capture of 
Andr6 are differently related by the different 
authors who have written on the American war. 

K 5 They 
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being defidieot in a few pirtioiihurSy' eKcitetf imr- 
prise al the suppOMdwant of saUw^poneanon 
in 90 brave a nNin aa Andr6« 
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The British army in New- York was, at that 
time, supplied with beef, principally through 
the aid of a cbss of men, uriio obtained the ap- 
pellation of Cowboys, They were a species 
of sattlere^ or dealers ia live stock, who, being 
well acquainted with the roads and passes, pe- 
netrated into the country, and either stole or 
purchased cattle, which they seciedy drove 
into the cony's lines. Besides watching tbe 
moveim^ts of the enemy, one princpal object 
fur detaching J'ameson to that quarter was, to 
check the prosecution of this trade or practice. 
For this purpose, small scouting parties were 
occasionalty pushed beyond the AaerieaD poetS; 
to reconn^tre the ititeijacent cowBtry between 
their posts a|id those of the enemy : and ^ 
the cattle taMn from the Cowboys, unless siei- 
len, were held to be prize of war — and it was 
an object vvhh the welUaffeiCted to suppress a 
practice which ejcposed their stock to depteda- 
tions^^small volunteer parties occasionally way- 
laid 
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the roa^A for thi^t mifpq^. Of this de» 
sGfiption weie tfcp j^ptorif of Andrjg^ w^9, after 
4iie£uigue of pr)Q«ie^utjpg t|ie|r ^qj^rprise, had 
seabi them^elv^s under this {^ee, ii^ ^ situation 
retired from the view of travellers approaching 
s^long the road. It is said that they were en- 
gi^jed in a game at cardsi when the tread of 
Andrd's horse attracted their n^ce* 

The station ihey h^d tak^n was ii> view of a 
point where several roads un^e near the village, 
and Andr6, who was visible to the party before 
they were visible to him, was engaged in ex- 
aminii^ a sketch of the route, no doubt to de- 
termine which of the roadis in his view he ought 
to follow. 

At the first rustling of the le^ives made by 
the motion of the party in ambush, he precipi- 
tately thrust the paper he was examining into 
his boot, on the opposite side of his horse from 
that on which the party appealed. This was 
noticed by one of the party, and led to the ex- 
amination which produced the detection. On 
being stopped, he resumed his composure, ^nd 
exhibited the pass from Arnold, pn which he 

K 6 had 
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had thus far succeeded in clearing the Ameri<- 
can posts and patrols ; and the party had aU 
ready released his bridle^ when one of them in- 
quired what he had done with the paper h#Vas 
reading ? < . 

An indistinct view of the dangerous dilemma 
in which the question involved him, produced 
in Andr6 a momentary hesitation ; his embar- 
rassment was noticed by the party, and made 
them resolve again to detain him. Knowing 
that the pass from Arnold would not avail hini; 
after the discovery of the contents of his boot, 
Andr6 then desired them to tell him truly, whe* 
ther they were " from above or below ?" and 
on their answering *^ the latter/' which was 
consistent with the truth in fact, though not in 
the sense he meant it, which was, whether thej 
were whigs or tories, he acknowledged himself 
to be a British officer, on urgent business, and 
begged them not to detain him. 

On their persisting to detain him, the whok 
extent of his danger burst upon him, and he 
liberally tried the persuasive voice of gold. 
But though he had just witnessed, that one in a 

much 



much more elevated rank bad lent a propitious 
ear to similar arguments^ he fouiid these honest 
yeomen were not to be corrupted. Until then, 
he had learned, that it is at last in the integrity 
of the well-informed yeomanry of a country, 
that the strength and security of every free 
government is to be found. Wo to that govern- 
ment which ever suffers this class of men to " 
remain in ignorance, or be exposed to corrup- 
tion ! 

Upon searching the boot into whiA the paper 
had been thrust, a plan of West Point, the 
strength and disposition of the garrison, and 
other suspicious papers, were discovered ; and 
Andr6 was immediately conveyed to the head- 
quarters of colonel Jameson. 

By this time, it appears, that Andr6 had com- 
pletely recovered bis self-possession, if, indeed, 
he had ever lost it ; and he had the ingenuity 
to play off on Jameson a ruse de guerre, to 
which the partiality of his friends, and the feel<> 
ings of his admirers, have managed to give a 
character which it by no meisms merits. 
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^ He pif v»364 Q9 JajQ^pf^ to despatch a note 
to Arnold, infdrming hin^ 1^ John Anderaon 
(tUi YfM Andre's .?i^9$Mme4 name) was tak^n. 
This bfM heeff c/pns^iied into a magnanin^oiifi 
effwrt to suve Arm^l^ » wheireas it was pb\(|ousf 
ly an iogeaipii^ ^fti^ce to save himself. And 
it mjist hft^ succeeded, h^d not the fprmei;, 
instead of taJking ;^e hii^t as it was intended, 
verified hy his cop^^ct the trite adage, '^ there 
is no faith among the dishonest,*' byimn^edi- 
ately transferring all his attention to his own 
escape. * 

Arnold oould ^silyjiji^ye despatched an or,(^ 
to JamefOKi to relea^ Aj^flrd, or have adopted 
some fi/Qtioji or pjbin for getting him ii^tohis 
own hands, for the piArpQse of giyiijig him his 
liberty, and thus have escaped with him. Ja- 
jneson obviously ^terUjined no suspicion of 
Arnold, by s^Q^g him this m^ss^ge: and by 
^ tij^e tti^t elapsed before he f^rwairded to 
geperal Washington the papers found uppn 
Andr^, it is cle^r that he wait^ for sonpie com- 
munication from Arnold, with regard to the 
future fate of John Anderson. 
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It is curious to contejmplatft the good for-^ 
tuD€ of tills interesting young man, in the fa- 
vourable views which writers of both nations, 
indeed all wb9 have ever noticed him, have ^ 
taken of his conduct ; but such is the effect 
of excited feeling upon the judgment of man- 
kind, or perhaps, such the proclivity of man to 
follow a popular leader, and to avoid the per- 
plexity of reflf^ctiop. The breathing pen of 
colonel Hamilton wi^s generously employed in 
deKribing the magnaninuty with which Aiuir6 
met death ; the direction once given to pub- 
lic opinion has heen followed, ^' nothing loth," 
and every subsequent writer has vied with his 
predecessor in representing ^odr^'s conduct in 
the most favourable colours. The stern mo- 
ralist, who, knowing that first to pity, then to 
palliate, then to imitate, is too often the course 
through which vice and error steal on society^ 
presumes, in such a case as this, to exclaim — 
** Pause and reflect^" will be more apt to in- 
cur the frowns than the plaudits of his cotem- 
poraries. But there is a time of life when a 
writer may no longer feel the undue in^uence 
of popular applause. 

Vi Andr£ 



S16 

Atidr6 has also been greatly extolled for bis 
magnanitnity, in communicating to general 
Washington his real name and character, by 
the express which conveyed to the commander- 
in-chief the papers found upon him. But what 
else remained for him to do f His life was 
clearly forfeited ; and in the character of John 
Anderson, he must have suffered, ^' unpitied 
and unwept/' the summary and ignominious 
death of a spy, or been detected as major An- 
dr6, with a falsehood on his lips. HisMily 
chance of escape was to declare his real cha- 
racter, and place himself under the protection 
of the circumstances under which he alleges 
that he came within the American posts; or 
perhaps, to interest the feelings or the fears of the 
American commander in his behalf. His letter 
contains one passage which serves as a plain de- 
velopement of his motives in writing it — It was 
to save his own life, by exciting fear for that 
of others. The passage alluded to is the fol- 
lowing — " I take the Hberty to mention the 
condition of some gentlemen at Charleston, 
who, being either on parole, or under protec- 
tion, were engaged in a conspiracy against us : 
though their situation is not similar, they are 
** objects 



objects who may be sent in exchange for me^ * 
or persons whom the treatment I receive might 

affect/' 

It is truly astonishing, that the ungenerous 
character of this paragraph has never been pro* 
perly animadverted upon. Who these ^' gen- 
tlemen at Charleston" were, is afterwards more 
explicitly declared^ in Arnold's letter to gelieral 
Washington, of the 1st October: — "I have 
farther to observe, that forty of the principal 
inhabitants of South Carolina have justly for- 
feited their lives, which have hitherto been 
spared by the clemency of his excellency sir 
Henry Clinton, who cannot injustice extend 
his mercy to them any longer, if major Andr6 
suffers, which, in all probability, will open a 
scene of blood, at which humanity will re- 
volt" 

Thus it appears that Andre's hint was gree- 
dily caught at by Arnold ; and sir Henry Clin- ^ 
ton himself, in his communications, very plain- 
ly hints at the same thing. 

Yet nothing could have been more base and 

dishondlirable 



4i«boQovrable than the Mtempt t^ savje his for- 
feit liCe, by cowing down riHP upon a iwn- 
ber of innocent men, who, after bravely resist- 
iDg the enemy, had surrendered on terms that 
had been most dishonourably evaded^.' The^aA* 
serlipp aUoi contained iv Andr^'s^ tetter, tbi^ the 
piUM^neri^ ^Uud^d to b^d engaged W a 0Qi(^spir 
i^i^y^ MTHA i^9Qlutely, destitute of truth; sis it 
WM ^dl knQW% thut BY^rjr indivsjidiui^ of tj^aa 
pviapn^ps had, froQi the fi^st, (oi|Fte4 ^uad 4^$ed 
wy^fttigatiomi ; fUEid there existed Ojt^ ci^usf^ for 

th«ir coo^n^mfiut ^t S(. A^gtiet^i/e, to m^ffb^ 

pblQ^ tbi^ hM beeii removed, bu); &e pr^T 
Yftleii!(j9 pf an Qpioion tb^t their ipQm^S^ 
keipl 9tbe«f. frow %iQ^jepti9g of the ling's pi^r 
te^jUon, tb^. UUberal ^ugge^tioiis of sp^e of the 
Ipydifts, who could nol> b^ar the reproachful 
lo^ka of tho^e whoip l^y ba4 defprb^, s^nd, 
above all, the convenience of retaining sifch 
respectable hostages, to cover such men as Ar-^ 
nplfl and Andr^^ 

. Tb^ iot|-odMct€iry pacagf apb ^la^y ^ A^H^^'^ 
letter, cannot be dismi^eed witbQ^$. a rem^. 
It is in these words : — 
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** What 1 bttvew ytt sud^mceMM^nqnelfy 
WM in the juadiabk. attenpil tA bet estricstid. 
I am too Itltle accustomed tq duplicity to have 
succeeded." [That it to sayy I have hitherto 
been doing what do man who aufteientlj valnea 
the obligation of truth wouid do, or at leatt: ex^ 
pose himself to the dai^r of beii^ d^ecl to 
do, even for '^ the jua^fiable attempt to be esfrr 
tricated}. ^ I baivei hidieita dealt out OAthiog 
but falsehoods ; but, for w«qI of practice^ jsay 
firmness fails me." 

In the first place, this paragraph is uncandid ; 
for if his disguise could any longer have availed 
him, he would have retained it ; in the next 
place, there is na small cause to believe that 
this was not the first time in which major Andrl 
had played off the practical falsehood of aasunv- 
ing a disguise, and acting the spy. 

It is believed by many^ that ui the character 
of a spy, he had been greatly instrumental, in 
invplving in captivity the very men whom he 
now vrished to involve in the horrors of reta- 
liation. 
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Let political expediency disguise it as it may, 
still the character of a soldier cannot be blended 
turith that of a spy, without soiling the pure er- 
mine of the former. And however his sove- 
reign may applaud and reward the officer who 
tempts his enemy to treachery, there is some- 
thing so foul in the constitution of the crime, 
that we cannot lopk upon him who seduces 
another to the commission of it, but as the in- 
stigator or propagator of crime. The breath 
of treachery gives a taint to the reputation of 
the man who but holds converse with it. 

Indeed, there appears to have been a com- 
bined attack upon morals made by all the par" 
iiceps criminis in this black transaction. One 
can hardly read with patience the letters of 
Clinton, Robertson, and Arnold, boldly insisting 
that Andr6 was not punishable as a spy^ be- 
cause he came within the garrison under the 
sanction of a flag, or under the protection of 
the commander, although, in fact, with that com- 
mander he was concerting measures to get pos- 
session of the post where that officer command- 
ed; that he was himself innocent, because he 
had prostituted the usual protection of innocent 

and 
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and honourable purposes to the perpetration of 
the barest treachery. And to complete th^e 
ridicule of the scene^ the chief justice of the 
state is brought upon the carpet to support this 
holy doctrine. 

This was at a conference which was held by 
appointment at King's Feiiy^ between general 
Robertson and general Greene, on the subject 
of Andre's treatment. Robertson brought 
with him from New-York^ chief-justice Smith 
and the lieutenant-governor, to support him in 
the argument ; but whether it was that the man 
of the sword was afraid to encounter the man 
of the gown in argument, Greene would not 
suffer Smith to land ; and the conference result- 
ed in nothing but mutual confirmation in pre- 
existing opinions. On the second of October 
Andre was executed as a spy on a gibbet, at 
the village of Tappan, where the principal part 
of the army was then encamped. 



As his c^fi was one of many novel features, 
and threats W retaliation had loudly resounded^ 
general Washington did not order his execu- 
tion summarily, as by the laws of war he would 

have 



^ 



have been jofetified to do, tmt ootBAaNmled ^ 
board of general officers to be eourewaAf tod 
submitted the case to dieir comidel^tioiv. 

Greene was appointed to preside, and Mo- 
nel John Laurens was present in the capacity 
of judge-advocate-general, which atatiob he 
held in the wmyt La Fayette and St«firi»t] 
were members of the court; and if digtiitjr, 
worth, and sendee, can give weight to 4he de- 
cision of a court, never tvas one constit^ed 
more worthy to be respected. There were in it 
six majorrgenerab and eight brigadiers, ^ey 
were unanimously of opinion, that A&dr^must 
suffer as a spy.^ 



THE END. 
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